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LECTURE II. 
CHOLEMIC EXCRETORY PUERPERAL FEVER. 

As oppressed kidneys may, by causing accumulation of urea 
and uric acid in the blood, lead to puerperal fever, so may an 
oppressed liver, by causing accumulation of bile-matters. 
Thus we have cholemic puerperal fever. Like the uremic 
variety, it is strictly autogenetic. There is a peculiar poison 
generated in the system circulating in the blood, because the 
organ appointed to discharge it cannot perform its function. 
The action of this poison is specially upon the nervous centres, 
rather than upon the thoracic and abdominal viscera. It does 
not appear to dispose to the local phlegmasi# apoplexies and 
serous effusions, which are so frequent in uremia with albu- 
minuria. As in uremic puerperal fever, so in cholemic, the 
morbific train is laid in pregnancy. Here, again, it has been 
contended that the cause of the obstruction to the action of the 
liver is the mechanical pressure exerted by the gravid uterus- 
Sometimes this is certainly the case ; at others I am equally 
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rise to fever in the puerperal state. verging 
forty, who have led a luxurious and indolent life, in- 


intai i free action of the ki 
is peculiarly susceptible to disturbance of its function 
influence of emotion. Sudden fear, grief, or other 
y almost instantly arrest or pervert 
induce some form of cholemia 
I have known several such 
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i ion with thi the frequent super- 
of jaundice in puerperal fever es attention. 
TRAUMATIC OR INFLAMMATORY PUERPERAL FEVER. 

from general incapacity 0’ excreting organs or 
ial failure of the kidney or liver, I propose to describe 

the violence 

organs during la i 
** Traumatic 
be essentiall 
ever be essentially traumatic, it must, however, be 
mind can hardly have a pure and si 

in 


continuous ingestion of excrementitious 
ify the character and ae age | 
of the inflammation wi 
i a greater disposition to 
ly of lymph deficient in plasticity, with a 
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pu woman. on 
from t 


generally 
effusions, 
marked 
ther 


leading 
of interest and i . With th ti 


t her tongue out slowly when told; has not ; 
| Sissel, bet coutenct cn exposure to’ light; earlier in tho hay 
Dr. Asher fer ligh uritable,” con 
} ary ly under light. jaundice was more intense 
vomited much. ided on inducing labour ; ruptu 
membranes ; the a amnii was deeply stained yell 
| ten P.M. jaundice deepened ; coma more inten 
| convulsive twitchings of the arms. 
drained off ; the uterus had contracted on the 
| 2¢ was only slighty dilated We drew off ten , 
On the 1 at half-past eight a.m., the jaundice was still 
deeper, and had extended to the extremities ; the coma was 
| soon terwards. The urine was examined by Dr. Letheby ; it 
f leucine and tyrosine, and bile in 
case. together, y illustrate 
he function of the liver may be disturbed 
ey; t an instructive counterpart to 
hi e blood which results from mcapacity of 
extreme cases. Bat they may 
highest i as types, of a 
ey: ws back upon the system enough of excre- 
ins! disturb the even course of pregnancy, and 
ms give 
| ton 
Le | clined to obesity, uggish liver, are extremely prone 
| cholemia under the stress of pregnancy. The 
| MI in persons of this description is aggravated by their 
y° to flooding. To maintain the integrity and healthy 
as er is therefore of scarcely inferior importance 
| 
fort certain it is not. I will narrate an example of each. 
lod Case. Mechanical obstruction (?) of gall-duct; jaundice | 
= during pregnancy ; mania after labour.—A young lady had an 
Bért abortion not long after marriage. In her next pregnancy she | 
ois suffered much from sickness for the first five or six months ; | : exdesh én, with nasal 
during the seventh month she was harassed by colicky pains | ent: 
the wan I believe that in many cases of puerperal insanity marked by 
ab rable ; she became emaciated and anemic. The diarrhea was 
fos much moderated by a mixture I prescribed of nitric acid, cus- 
$i quid pale stools were passed ily, and the skin had a 
icteric tinge. She tom. The 
x ext day, the stools, which before had been white, con- | 
ne. k ile excitement set in, ending in violent mania. There 
fiz evidence of local inflammation. It became necessary | }).,; 
1 pletely recovered, since gone through pregnancy and 
ya! childbed without trouble. 
3s In this case I believe the fever and mania were caused by 
the 
ov blood, from the i ility of the liver to discharge its functions. 
ie But there is another form of disorder of the liver of far graver | | 44! 
s character—namely, acute atrophy. When this terrible disease inflammatory com 
” occurs during pregnancy, its course is so rapid] y fatal that be lowe 
: The cases hitherto observed are happily few. One fallen ne 
of the lity to toxemic complication from the 
ASE. Pe: See from acute iver ; Ty . Indeed the occurrence of a pure typical case, 
coma ; death. — On September, reproducing strictly the ideal description of any particular 
Asher in consultation on the case of Mrs. J——. was | toven, io, not commen. Still it is useful in 
about thirty-five, had had several natural pregnancies, and | clinical medicine to adopt the analytical method so far as to 
She did not suffer much | indicate the causes and phenomena which give the stamp of 
from sickness till last month. Since then the vomiting at | individuality to groups of cases. The complications, it is true, 
ie mucus; and within last few days — set i tion. But in prophylaxis and early treatment the primary or 
mark the face 80; was fold it hed bes 
frequent, and that it oscillated. The patient was still 
gent, and answered questions. The uterus reached h | forma of puerperal fever. j 
o umbilicus, was freely movable, position normal, no A frequent cause of fever in childbed is a chill or exposure 
C cising any perceptible pressure. Stools have been scan to cold. Sometimes this takes place during the labour. To 
: clayey ; the urine The question of in or Sor other part of the 
Pager tnepalge till the fi ing day. body is exposed freely to the air or to cold water intentionally 
6th, at three P.m., there was considerable , applied ; of the patient is allowed to lay for some hours in linen 
No. 2177 


528 Tue Lancer,] 


ESTIMATION OF URIC ACID IN HUMAN URINE. 


in the first three 


undergone a recent 


m; the circulation is loaded 


pow 
A aes jour.” veral ese patients I saw, 
paivic cellulitis arising in the same way. e 
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A still more frequent event is pelvic cellulitis The peri- 
uterine cellular tissue is, as we have seen, dis- 
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soaked with liquor amnii. Frequently, also, owing to some 2 taint, thet vic cellulitis is very 
imprudence, ong ont a chill is encountered with- | likely to occur. Complication with tu ty Ree 

or tour dage citer labatr. I believe this A similar relation is commonly observ 


It ¢ deserves to be remarked that the structares fires disposed 


arresting action of a of the are the 
uterus and the sur are 
is the breast. 


uterus and pelvic tissues, ha recen 

been the seat of extreme ph po pong 
the first onset of the i i The breasts, 
come i a little 


ESTIMATION OF URIC ACID, 


AND ON THE 


AMOUNT CONTAINED IN HUMAN URINE 
By ARTHUR H. HASSALL, M.D. Lown, 


PART 1.—(Continued from p. 503.) 
Brrore proceeding to state the results of the analyses made 
to determine the actual amount of uric acid contained in the 


urine, a few additional experiments were instituted for the 
_ | purpose of ascertaining the effects on the quantity of uric acid 


obtained, of combined acidity and temperature, the mode of 
evaporation, and the influence of keeping the urine. 


COMBINED EFFECTS OF THE LARGEST QUANTITY OF ACID 


After 24 hours 


urine teatod with 675 gre of bydro 


41st Experiment. 
5000 grs. of the urine were treated with 675 of strong 
sold, und tom of 98°. 
Day’s excretion. 
After 24 hours 65 
Filtrate 1°35 
200 
42nd Experiment. 
of the urine were treated with 675 


After 24 hours 


“48 
altered. 


An was made for comparison, in which 5000 grs. 
of the urine were evaporated to one-fourth, and treated with 
166 grs. of strong acid, the result being to show, as in all other 


cases, an increase in the amount of uric acid precipitated. 


occurs at a time when the free and undisturbed action of the 
excretory 
Tevuisio wi | 
exerementitious matters; the parts concerned m parturition | 
are in a relaxed, exhausted condition; the component tissues | 
are infiltrated with serum; the entire muscular system _ 
of the skin is suddenly checked, the rest of the glandular | become the more susceptible. 
ternal congestions will be fired into local phlegmasiw by the ee 
irritant quality of the blood. This is a very common = ON THE 
of events. In a manuscript note taken by me from a clinical 
lecture delivered in 1843 by that admirable pen ian and 
teacher, Chomel, is this instructive statement of facts: ‘Parni| 
les huit femmes mortes a la suite de péritonites provenant de 
avant 
ys after labour, to wash in the stream of th . 
equally severe toil; that is, at a time when 
cess is far from complete, when active di TaLlon O —_—_—_ ; 
uterus is still going on, when the entire glandular system is 
still in active work. 
tendency has up to as a very si act, 
ré-adjustment to be accomplished. It is not safe to allow 
woman to leave her bed for the sofa on the third da 
the Tapse of mine, ten, and even days, 
seemed to be doing well. RECOMMENDED AND TEMPERATURE. 
The structures most commonly affected under these circum- 
the pleura, or pericardium ; tissue 5000 grs. of the urine were treated with 675 grs. of strong 
ligaments ; the cellular tissue and glandular structure of the hysisesblesie oid, and maintained af a tampessanse of 49° 
breasts. Occasionally bronchitis, and even pneumonia results. Day's 
seizure of the pelvic peritoneum. If limited to this region—a Filtrate 27 1°35 
condition depending very much upon the possession of general at ee _ y 
< and comparative plasticity of the blood—some smart 1-43 7-15 
Febrile movement wil arise, and under carefal treatment 
very may reasonably be expected. Sometimes peritonitis 
is only is, no effusion may take Thus, 
T have seen a case 
increased by pressure, wing up 0! egs, small q , ti 
pulse, and respiration, followed by death, and which 
several experienced practitioners all pronounced to be peri- Filtrate 
| “62 3:10 
| 
tended and bruised during labour ; its meshes are f with 
ey and ecchymoses, more or 
arts so affected are eminently 
excites inflammation acid, aid divested at 
if the blood be charged with noxious elements’ The danger is . ; 
much increased by of by or instru- 21 
a narrow cervix, Filtrate vy a 185 
uterus to cause contraction and the arrest of flooding. all 
these cases metritis is especially likely to complicate the peri- 
not more 
i 
sions in the pelvic cellular tissue wiil rarely degenerate into 
pas. Indeed it may be affirmed as a general law, that it is 
onty in weakly constitutions, and especially in those impaired | [IIa 
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toan eighth in place of a fourth, 
the 10 grs. would have nearer 20 grs. 


EFFECTS OF ACID ADDED TO BOTH HOT AND COLD URINE. 
made in 


Final experiments in relation to the effect of acid the 
urine were now made. In the first, the acid was c to the 


5000 grs. were first treated with 125 


After 26 hours 


The uric acid in this case was of a and 
deep-red colour, 


45th Haperiment 


ee and then treated with 
125 grs. of acid inte 


requisite for 5000 grs. of urine). 
After 2066hours... = 76 


May ist. A. H. H——. Sp. gr. 1018. Quantity 17,400 grs. 
47th Experiment. 


water- 
Day's excretion. 
... 21°85 


631 


48th Experiment. 
5000 grains of the urine were evaporated to one-sixteenth 
over naked flame. 
After 48 hours .. 456 .. 80 
459 
Difference, 6°05 grs. 
May 2nd. A. H. H——. Sp. gr. 1023. Quantity 15,000 grs. 
49th Experiment. 


5000 of the urine were ev: 
over water- 


April 25th. T.P-——. Sp. gr. 1025. Quantity 21,460 grs. 
5lst Experiment. 


5000 of the urine were over naked flame to 
500 gre., and treated with usual amount of acid. 
24 hours 


THE EFFECT OF KEEPING THE URINE. 
The other cause of difference I thought might be the trans- 
is point was likewise put to 
Feb, 25th. M. H——. Sp. gr. 1015. Quantity 32,500 grs. 
53rd Experiment. 


— 
After 24 hours 196 ... 980 
2-03 10°15 
order to ascertain the effect of the addition of the usual quan- 
tion. The difference was but slight, owing no doubt to the 
circumstance that the hot urine 20 | 
tained in tg experiment, for 500 gr. ofthe rine, were 
respectively 4°29 4°43 grs. 
NE. porated to one-thisd,, and the acid afterwards added im peo- 
‘on of the to the Filtrate ... 
instructive, and will be best understood by a glance over the 135 22°65 
accompanying figures :— 
March 2ist. A. H. H——. Sp. gr. 1017. Quantity 25,000 grs. . 2 . 
‘ 5000 of the urine were rated to one-sixteenth 
the 's acid, After 48 hours = . 60... 18°00 
acid 603 18.09 
muc tered. 
3°83 16°65 
52nd Experiment. 
148 740 May 5th. After the of ten days, 5000 grs. of the above 
Day's excretion. treated with the usual amount of acid. 
After 2%hours ... 705 After 24 hours S14... 35°00 
8°165 35:11 
154 770 The great difference in the amounts obtained in Experiments 
5000 grs. were evaporated to 1660 grs. and treated with 40 grs. | 
excretion. 
mg After 26hours ... 
204 10°20 
amount of acid in diminishi of uric acid 
id to urine prior to evaporation. en for day's excretion = 210 grs. 
1000 gra. ofthe urine were evaporated to 1250 gra and treated 
EFFECTS OF METHOD OF EVAPORATION. 
In the course of some of the iments made one could bows ry 
some instances in the results obtained in operating upon the 211 13-72 
same urine. It appeared to me that these differences could : 
caly be explained Gre wage, sating dangly and Experiment. 
other times together. One of the causes which I imagined | 5000 grs. of the above urine, after the lapse of seven days, were 
might produce a difference in the results was the mode and | evaporated to 1250 grs., and treated with 31°5 grs. of Neu- 
a were 
Showing that the suspicion’ wer well 72 
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April 22nd. M. H——. Sp. gr. 1014. Quantity 28,890 grs. 
B5th Experiment 


After seven da longer expose 5000 gre. were evaporated to 
500 ad treated with the cid. 


“23 
1:44 8°33 
‘April 29th. J. M——. Sp. gr. 1017. Quantity 20,930 grs. 
58th Experiment. 
Albumen on the day’s excretion = ery 
After 24 hours 9°76 
Filtrate “04 ‘17 
9°80 


40°97 
59th Experiment, 
After the lapse of five days, 5000 grs. of the above urine were 
again anal. 


After 24 hours 
Filtrate 


April 30th. J.M——. Sp. gr. 1017. 
60th Experiment. 
After 24 hours vib 
Filtrate 


Quantity 19,350 grs. 


After four days, 5000 
After 24 46 


. 178 
Filtrate 


463 («1791 
April 25th. J, J——. Sp. gr. 1015. Quantity 31900. 
62nd Experiment. 
Albumen on the day’s excretion — 345 grs. 
5000 grs. of the urine were eva; to 500 grs., 
After 24 hours ... 3:00 
3°03 
63rd Experiment. 
After eleven days 5000 grs. of the above urine were evaporated 
to 500 grs., and treated with the usual amount of acid. 
After 24 hours 7°02 
Filtrate 03 19 
113 7°21 


19°33 


A variety of other 
the above resulta, the importance of which is v 
show that it is essenti this more particularly when 
albumen is present, that the urine should be tested as speedily 
e urine placed in an ice-safe, so 
tion might be avoided. — 
In the second portion of this communication I propose, as 
already stated, to enter on the question of the amount of uric 
acid present in the urine in health and disease. 
Wimpole-street, April, 1865. 


REMARKS 


PATHOLOGY & TREATMENT OF HEPATIC 
ABSCESS. 


By C. MOREHEAD, M.D., F.R.C.P. 


Tue subject of hepatic abscess has during the last two years 
been several times* brought under the notice of the readers of 
Tue Lancet. The tendency of these writings, with the ex- 
ception of Dr. Maclean’s, is to throw back, not to advance, the 
pathology and treatment of this important affection. 

It may be well, therefore, to state briefly what seems to me 
the true position of the inquiry, by, in the first place, alluding 
to those facts of pathology which are most directly related to 
treatment ; then by noting the results which past experience 
justifies on the question of puncture ; and, lastly, by explain- 
i t bearing which the prevention and treatment 


India” for the facts and the reasoning on which my present 
statements are based. 

suppuration 
parenchymatous organs, the aay which has 
into the interstices of the tissues 


of the liver, as in that of other 


the investing membrane (now ), and changes 
into pus ; thus the sac becomes distended, the bulk of the liver 
increased, and tumefaction no in different 
according to the situation of 

surfaces follows, 


mea, and the ju 

hepatic abscess 1s 
when there are several abscesses, 

necessary to recovery are completed. 

In all abscesses the c then 
precedes the liquefaction of the tissues amid which it has been 
placed ; therefore, for a time ee 4 
considerable when the exudation 


vod te the When 


convex or 
wef the lett lobs, ot the thin Tobe, then, 

of the left or the oO t 
part careful treatment, reco may be looked for by dis- 
t lung into the stomach or 
surface. If the abscess is of 


the of the liver, 


ents were made of | puns 


event is, I believe, more common than is is usually su supposed, 
and is a conti cy which should always be kept in view in 
the treatment o hepatic disease. 

Puncture ic abscess.—The following are the conclu- 
sions at which I have arrived on the question of practice :— 

° 83. Extracts from com- 

Jane sae ae 18th July, 1863; ibid., 16th July and 20th and 27th August, 1964, by 


ON THE 
on the day’s excretion = 46 
with 12 grs. of 
After 24 hours 462... 26°7 
4°66 26°93 
56th Experiment. 
After four days, 5000 grs. of this urine were again analyzed. 
After 24hours ...  ... 3:06... 177 
3°10 17°93 
of hepatitis and the medical management of the suppurative 
stage have on the rate of mortality from hepatic abscess. 

I shall express myself categorically, as being the method 
least likely to encroach unduly on the pages of Toe Lancer, 
and refer the reader who may wish to pursue the subject to 

the second edition of my ‘‘ Clinical Researches on Diseases in 
4°88... 204 
and disappear, and the fluid thus formed 
— — becomes more or less circumscri by membrane of low 
4°92 20°57 
‘ll and tissues become thin on one side by interstitial absorption, 
— <ntanes and pointing, with rupture and its consequences, succeed. The 
8°81 30°21 favourable completion of these processes depends on the con- 
61st Experiment. 
| of parenchyma, the shreddy, fiocculent, devitalized structures 
Teme adherent to the yet hardly organized inner surface of 
sac. 

= abscesses, in the aggregate, about one-half are 

single ; but of these a considerable proportion are of large size. 

| If the abscess is not larger than an ordinary-sized orange, is 

| 

| 

storation may take place by a tion—that is, the liquor 
becomes absorbed, the Phoensei. se shrivel and break up 
heir constituent granules, and an encysted putty-like or 

cretaceous residuum is left. and remains quiescent. This 


FR shP seas FR 


Bs 


Pa 


ON THE PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF HEPATIC ABSCESS. [Mar 20, 1865. 531 


e abscess to rupture spontaneously, is otal af 
My preference is in favour of 


1 there is general 


3. ey te reaches to within 
an inch of the umbilicus, extends two or more naar thd 


4. If there be whines t ribs below the 
manner (with the view the 
Mr. Cock in paracentesis for pleuritic effusion. 
in these circumstances is P< 


. When prominent extensive swellim the epigastrium or 
it ribs, with diffuse aural a fluctuation, indicates 
existence of abscess in the thick part of the liver, 
should allow sufficient time for maturation—indicated by 
increasing tumefaction and tension, with cessation of irritative 
fever,—and then, when fluctuation has become more distinct, 
we may puncture with a small trocar, observing the same rules 
in pan the contents, repetition of 
the operation, and careful exclusion of air. 

The first three conclusions are 
clinical observation ; and if the which the 
pursuit of other sciences are held icable (as I 
presume they are) to the science of ats these con- 
clusions can only be set aside by induction from a still larger 
collection of facts. The fourth and fifth conclusions are sug- 


the made by Graves of 
nary proceedings undertaken withthe view of ensuring ade 


eases in which puncture had been practised, the 

situation of the swelling and of the o s not mentioned ; 
such cases are of no account in 


include the 
; a short summary of the 
and of the treatment of the 
The condilion of the bane of the right lung; 
the left side) its of the liver at 


evacuated, should be described. (d) The su’ 

y, at the end of siz months at least from the 


it | abscess, it may however be t for with confidence in other 
branches of medical science. predisposition to 

sud the Liability of the inflammation to terminate in a 

are increased by the various deteriorated states of constitution 

(cachexisz) dependent on residence and service in India, and 

It is sufficient that 


liability to terminate in abscess wil dimmished. We 
may look, then, to the completion of sanitary measures now in 
for a sensible reduction of ae oa hepatic 
abscess. Much may also be done towards the prevention of 
abscess by the jedicions medical treatasent of acute hepatitis, 
and much towards favouring recovery from hepatic abscess by 
skill in detecting the commencement of the suppurative stage, 
and in treating it during its entire ’ 
I shall aot encumber the pages of Tae Lancer with trite 
remarks on the use of bloodletting and eliminants in the treat- 


ment of hepatitis. 


lost sight of. 
points, not generally much dwelt upon, but to my 


e | mind of the greatest importance. 


The error of t that the removal of the inflammation 
in hepatitis and the cessation of the symptoms are alway bal 
even generally, is not comm 
pe nan in truth, the cessation of symptoms is ccineident 
has been checked, and return to y state has fai 
commenced : for the deranged capillaries return slowly to their 


oured by change to a more 


‘Tore 
1. When the swelling is not larger than an orange, and | 
points conically at the epigastrium, or below the in of the | 
right ribs, we should wait for the infinnmnatery thaw on the | 
freely to | of without | The operation. 
e abscess i the The i ing a trocar or ing needle 
ed, success will this into Ever in search of suspected 
Bat the | or in certainty of its presence, without i ion of its 
leaving ti situation or condition, which was followed in Bengal by Dr. 
little impc | Murray about twenty-five years ago, has been well commented 
2. Whe bulging of the right nbs below the | on by Dr. Maclean in Tue Lancer of July 18th, 1863; and 
seventh, w 7 tion and sre oy an intercostal | his condemnation of the procedure has the additional value of 
space, it is immaterial whether a puncture be made or — resting on his personal observation of Dr. Murray’s operations. 
taneous rupture takes place. In both circumstances there | It is to be regretted that this method, already fully tried, and 
will be gangrene of the soft tissues from thinning, and probably | abandoned from its want of success, should be now revived 
and advocated on the limited experience of three or four cases, 
and these too of a nature affording no evidence in its justifica- 
| tion. On this grave practical question it behoves every phy- 
| sician familiar with the treatment of hepatic abscess to express 
these situations, and after a time obscurely fluctuating, then | his opinion. For myself, I have no hesitation in regarding the 
premature puncture, either with a bistoury or a large trocar, 
will lead to irritative fever and gangrene of the soft tissues | practice of medicine and surgery. 
around the opening from within outwards, due to decom | Relation of the prevention and treatment of hepatitis to the 
sition, from admission of air, of the devitalized unliquetied mortality from hepatic abscess. —Though we may not look to 
tissues still adherent to the inner wall of the sac. If, with the | surgery for a notable diminution of the mortality from hepatic 
in the hope of effecting resolucvion OF MALCTIANY 
| exudation; that the manner of their use must depend on 
the diathesis and the state of the vascular and nervous systems 
| of the individual at the time of attack; and that, under all 
gestions founded on sufficient experience of the failure of other | circumstances (more particularly when the disease may be of 
methods of proceeding, and they seem to me to indicate the | long duration), the conservation of the patient's strength by 
direction in which advance may be hoped for in the treatment the means suitable to his varying condition ought never to be 
of hepatic abscess by puncture. 
Uncertainty with respect to the existence of adhesions be 
tween the surface of the liver at the seat of abscess and th 
abdominal walls has been a difficulty with many. Their non 
existence is of rare occurrence ; and if we use a bistoury wher 
there is distinct pointing and inflammatory blush, and a troca 
under the other circumstances which justify puncture, no ris 
normal condition, and probably do not attain it till some time 
| after the s ms have disappeared. The patient is, in con- 
sequence treated as were conva- 
lescent when he is not so, and recrudescence, with the forma- 
| tion of abscess, results. 
estion. A case Ol hepatic abscess treated by puncture, in| When hepatitis has undoubtedly existed, recovery must be 
a | regarded a8 incomplete till several days have elapsed since 
the removal of pain and febrile disturbance ; and —. 
iy regulated, ani derangement of the secretion 
i lly regu t of the 
1 s, should be corrected only by gentle means. 
us error, and it is a very grave one, ween ae | 
the time of puncture, as ascertained by auscultation, per regard to change of climate after hepatitis. 
sion, and palpation, ahould be stated with precision alo suspected, and the strength be still such as to 
"| situation character of the fulness (general or distinctly | encourage hopes of recovery by processes of repair, this result 
pointing) and of the fiuctuation, with the appearance of the | will be fav| 
skin over the prominence, should be accurately noted. (c) The | climate; b 
orm cartilage or the umbilicus, and its nature (whether by | ment of nog ny sydden reduction of temperature, while 
bistoury or trocar), with the quantity and quality of the pus at the same time the advantages of appropriate regimen and 
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be sound, 


change that affords the prospect 
elevated 


hepatic abscess is undoubted and 
en change of any kind is injurious. 
hope, and the 
ing which solaces the close of ex- 
e suffering, add to the pros- 
This, indeed, may seem a pro- 


is of great ‘y, calculated 
mortality from hepatic abscess and other forms of i 
ease. In whose constitutions are deteri 
residence in India, or who have been subject to recurring hepatic 
t, there should be no hesitation in recommending — 
at a suitable time as respects the disease, and at the appro- 
priate season, and subject to judicious pr ti hange to 
@ more temperate climate. There should be no waiting for 
attacks of hepatitis, or the suspicion of ic disease. It is 
the diathesis which demands the change. He is a poor patho- 
logist, and has studied disease to little purpose, A ella 
more. Further, it should never be forgotten that in all changes 
ical 1 i and from dry to damp 
in order that 


peril. 

in the treatment of acute hepatitis the means used 
with the view of effecting resolution seem to have failed, and 
all depressant remedies should be at once intermitted, deranged 
secretion should be corrected the mildest means, and the 
be at all points carefully and 

steadily conservative of the patient’s strength. 
The records of pathology show the coexistence of ulceration 
ion of the fatal cases 
ication which must neces- 
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APHASIA, OR LOSS OF THE POWER OF 
SPEECH ; 


WITH REMARKS ON OUR PRESENT KNOWLEDGE 
OF ITS PATHOLOGY. 


By FREDERIC BATEMAN, M.D., 


PHYSICIAN TO THE NORFOLK AND NORWICH HOSPITAL. 


_ Apwasta* is the term which the French observers have 
given to the loss of the faculty of speech, the organs of phona- 
of this affection is at the present time the subject of much dis- 
cussion in the scientific world, I am induced to record the follow- 
ing case, not on account of any therapeutical deduction that can 


* From formerly described under the names of Alalia and Aphemia, 
both of terms are now superseded. 


antecedent history. On the 
vessel in which he had conve 


of goods 
into a 


i 


the same evening 
river to another, 


Free 


to notice in the tongue are, 
raised above the level of the left 


ving elapsed since the attack, I 
that li could be done in the way of treatment. 
- jan > slightly improved since his admission under the 


affects only the ability to give expression to 
Trousseau has 


speech, that Professor 


thoughts given the 
of subject which he has made a 


his house from the effecta of 
all day, and 


: 


i 


himself unable to speak a word. 

subject of apoplexy, and he immediately caused his 
legs to execute various complex movements, and f 

was no paralysis. Being alone, he rang the bell, and 
servant came he could not a word. He 


of 


medical treatment are secured. If this og om HE «| be drawn from it, but as a good illustration of the loss of the 
then a lengthened sea-voyage in a comfortable ship, at a suit- | power of articulate language without any other poselytig 
able season, to more temperate latitudes, is the only kind of | symptom ; and the numbness of the right hand, which 
benefit. A journey to an | some weeks later, adds to the interest of 
the overland route, destroy the remaining chances of recovery, | aphasia is due to a lesion of some portion of the «ft i 
and ought to be invariably discouraged. This opinion, | sphere. : 
iginally formed by me from i in India, has been | Wm. S—, a waterman, aged fifty-one, was admitted under 
lly confirmed by facts which have come to my know- | my care in the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital on April Ist, 
hen the existence of | after unloading ved am 
considerable, t the river from Norwich to Yarmouth, 
fatigue of movement, vern to ask for some beer, but when he 
absence of that careful nu house he found he could not speak. This loss of 
hausting disease, will incre ween atcmeenrt. « any premonitory symptem, and it 
tration, and hasten death. unaccompanied by any other paralytic symptom, f 
position so self-evident as h to merit notice ; yet 1 18 speechless, he on P| removed his 
80, for I sa: end thes one point of the y 
cauippeneiny@ibadion tas Sep long, eotatith and still continues | loaded it with a fresh cargo, after which he took 
on this point, and not unfrequently there is gut professional | Norwich, ona the railway station to his home, a dis- 
weakness in yielding to it. Still change of climate, if rightly | tance of a mile. is friends, _——— his vocabulary was 
limited to the words ‘‘ Oh dear! oh !” sent for a surgeon, 
~:~ aman, till a few days before he came 
State on admission.—His condition is that of a healthy- 
looking man, with an intelligent countenance, looking me 
straight in the face when addressed, 
| all that is said ; but although his ideas appear to arise in 
| number in his brain, he is unable to give expression to his 
manner. am he slow! 
three months ago. He has the proper use of his limbs, w 
are quite free from the slightest abnormal sensation. De; 

: tion is unaffected. The tongue is protruded straight, an 
impressions pots cold on the surface of the body, and ona can — =. ee different movements appertaining to 
relapses or attacks of ic disease, may be ented. -—. he or 
dixit that the newly-returned rig Chait 
susceptible of cold than the resident Englishman, is, I appre- | is more flabby, and that when told to protrude it he 
hend, without foundation in theory or in fact. But be this as omit eae ' 
it may, I am very certain that, if this belief be adopted and | remembering what he had done. He is very cheerf 
acted on by the cachectic or enfeebled, it will be to them | does not weep from emotional causes, like persons wi 

nary paralysis, nor has he that distressed countenance 
| observed in the subjects of grave cerebral disease. I 
| formed by his relatives that some weeks after the 
| he experienced slight numbness in the right hand, whic 
| ever, soon off. 

phoric acid, and careful attention to diet. 

It is to this particular form of lysis, where the nervous 
sarily materially increase the mortality. I have a strong con- henomenon the 
viction that the intestinal ulceration has not been unfrequently 
produced by a persistence in the use of calomel and purgatives 
after suppuration has begun. eature in his clinical lectures, trom which ve 8 

That a reduced following case, which is all the more valuable as the sub- 
may confidently be anticipated I am ly persuaded ; but it 
° t for in judicious sanitary measures and rational | ! h school, and who, having devoted a life te the 

not in rash and meddlesome surgery. 
fo apanee and record the symptoms which he experienced 
own person. 

“Dr. being confined to 

ON an accident, had been reading n 
fatigued his brain. He was s 
ived that he i ectly what he 
e stopped a moment, then resumed his reading, but 
the same phenomenon. In his alarm, be willl 
to call for assistance, when, to his astonishment, he 
sel 
™ 
nd 
wh 
ov 
tongue in all directions, and was struck with the strange| 
vocal organs e im) y of giv 
thoughts by speech. He now made a 
write ; but when pen and ink were brought, although HE 
to give ion to his thoughts by writing as 
| of physician, the of two or tres hore, 


elbow, and clearly indicated that he wished to be bled. Vene- 
i hardly finished when a few words could be uttered. 


Fee 


KEEP: 


j 


ion in 
third frontal convolution of 
’s views are detailed at some 
of a warm discussion i the French Academy 
wi 


an i 


i 


i 


eccurring suddenly without any previously 


nitory symptom 
panied by any other form of 


EEE 


out his tongue, but there was loss of speech, 
convulsions on the right side of the body. The second 

. of Nice 


From a careful examination of these icting statements 
as to the pathology of aphasia, I have arrived at i 


further observations are necessary to 


the place the pathology of thi affecuon on fiom 


majority o' recorded tend to favour the doctrine of 
localinati — 


pending exclusively on an affection of the left side of 
cord. 


As the question of the localization of has now oceu- 


that may 
ine the exact portion of the nervous centres which is affected 
of speech. 


ON THE TREATMENT OF HYDROCELE BY 
PRESSURE AFTER INJECTION. 
By JOHN ©. AGNIS, MB, FROS, 
ASSISTANT-BUBGEON, ROYAL HORSR GUARDS. 


Tae Lancer,] ON THE TREATMENT OF HYDROCELE BY PRESSURE AFTER INJECTION. (May 20, 1865. 533 
Ne a British authors. Dr. Winslow, whilst admitting that cases 
oceur where loss of the faculty of speech is clearly associated 
By degrees the veil seemed to be removed, and at the end quotes also a case of softening of the cerebellum in which 
twelve hours speech was entirely restored ; or, to use Prof. a. om remarkably impaired for some time previously to 
Trousseau’s emphatic language, ‘‘tout était rentré dans without any perceptible lesion of the anterior lebes 
Yordre.” of the brain. Dr. Graves mentions two cases of loss of speech 
From time immemorial loss of speech unconnected with any qk anal 
only of late years that the diagnostic value of this symptom saralyuia; bat be does A 
has been recognised and its Dpocilieed pleced the tecahty af upon the question of the pathology or treatment of this 
plained. As far ack as 1825 Bouillaud the faculty of affection. Dr. Hughlings Jackson states that he has 
articulation in the frontal lobes of the brain, which he con- | the Hospital for Epilepsy and Paralysis forty cases o! 
sidered to be the organs of the formation of words and of | speech with iplegia on the right side, and but one wi 
memory; and he stated that the exercise of thought demanded | hemiplegia on the /e/t side. The two most recent observa 
y i ical signification. first is a case 
by Me, in Tae Lancer of April Sth, in 
which a lacerated wound of the scalp was followed by menin- 
ant eppiationes the arachnoid over the whole o 
hemisphere. There was no paralysis of limbs or face 
patient could understand what was said to him, and cou): 
| of a soldier who discharged the contents of a 
the mouth, the ball traversing the arch of th 
‘ median line. The patient lived 
es BEE | unaffected, although after death it was found that the anterior 
lobe of the &/t hemisphere was entirely destroyed by suppu- 
ration. 

Ist. That it is probable that early observers may have con- 
founded ordinary paralysis of the tongue from mechanical 
injury or disease ts 

| memory of words and inability to give expression to thoughts 
which characterize aphasia 
omberg, who has written on this subject, mentions the 
once fell down in a state of insensibility. 
f an hour he recovered consciousness, but was | however, being uired to substantiate M. Broca’s statement, 
t the use of the right half of the body and to | that the lesion is Limited to the posterior part of the third 
Some blood was taken locally on | frontal convolution. The physiologist may ridicule the notion 
by leeches applied behind the ear, a com- | that an organ so perfectly symmetrical as the brain can —_ 
sulphate of magnesia and tartar emetic being ad- | one hemisphere possessing a function not appertaining to 
ae: the same time; and in three weeks from the | other. I must, however, remind him that this is not the only 
commencement of this treatment his speech returned, and he | singular and inexplicable fact which physiology presents to us. 
was — restored. Professor Trousseau, alluding to this wy oy says he has never 
Schrader van der Kolk’s observations tend to establish a | seen intercostal neuralgia except on the left side: why is this? 
We know nothing about it, except that it is a symptom de- 
| prec 1¢ Members 28 Frencn any 
Medicine during several of their recent sittings, and still 
remains one of the questiones verate of the day, I would 
: suggest that English observers should place on record any 
to Van der Kolk is suggestive of the idea that in man they 
in 

Norwich, May, 1865. 

Wuen a hydrocele has been operated on by the injection of 
iodine, or other stimulating liquid, there remains, after re- 
absorption of the effused fluid, more or less thickening of the 
tunica vaginalis and adjacent tissues. The outline of the 
testicle is obscured, and it continues heavy, hard, and enlarged. 
I never had an opportunity of ascertaining by post-mortem 

— ees | examination whether the internal structure of the testis itself 
value m the tact legiuti in eng wey It 1 to me that the iol 
“T tend lave freqeent allusion to this interesting subject in affectedfwith hydrocele might be more completely restored 


484 Tue Lancer,] 


LONDON HOSPITAL MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 


[May 20, 1865. 


to the natural state if the enlargement and induration sequent 
on the injection i 
way customary for itis. Military practice does not supply 
very numerous cases of hydrocele, and I offer these remarks 
in the hope that surgeons with a wider field for observation 
may try the proposed plan, and having tried it give the results 
of their experience to the profession. Perhaps this treatment 
may have been already used, but I can only say that I have 
neither seen it employed in hospital practice nor read of it in 


work. . 

y plan is this. Having the hydrocele, and injected 
a solution of iodine in the usual way, I wait till the tenderness 
has subsided enough for the patient to bear without pain a 
degree of re equal to that which the strapping 
would produce. I apply strapping in the way generally 
used for orchitis. After this t outing sometimes diminishes 
so fast that the strapping has to be re-applied every second 


disposed to think that the earlier the strapping is 
i , provided the inflammation have subsided 
for it to be done without pain. The safest indication 
to be the degree of pain given by grasping the testicle 


1.—Private J——. H e on Feb. 8th, 

864, and a pint of fluid let out. Injected with one part of 

tincture of iodine to two of water. Strapping applied on the 

seventeenth day, and — every second day. Discharged 

on the thirty-seventh day. There was then, and is now, no 
difference at all in the size of the testicles. 


Case 3.—Mr. H——-. Hydrocele 5th, 
i uid drawn off. At the patient’s 
On the third day it was 


to discontinued on account of “—~ 


OF THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 


IN THE 


HOSPITALS OF LONDON. 


Nulla autem est alia pro certo noscendi via, nicl et mevboram 
et dissectionum hi tum tum collectas habere, et inter 
se comparare.—Moreaeni De Sed. et Caus. Morb., lib. iv. Proemium, 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 
HAIR-PIN EMBEDDED IN THE BLADDER AND SOFT PARTS 
WITHIN THE PELVIS; REMOVAL BY THE HIGH OPE- 
RATION ; SUBSEQUENT FATAL PERITONITIS. 
(Under the care of Mr. Henry Tuompson.) 

In February, 1863, we recorded an instance of removal of 
a hair-pin from the bladder of a girl with success by Mr. 
Hilton, at Guy’s Hospital (vide Tue Lancer, vol. i. 1863, 
p. 235); and, in some remarks made at the time, we referred 
to other examples which had occurred in the hospitals of 
London, but more especially at St. George’s and King’s Col- 
lege Hospitals. In all these cases the patients were girls, and 
the hair-pins were mostly of thin wire. Differing from any of 
these is an example which we now publish, wherein the wire 
of the pin was so thick and stiff as to resist the means first em- 
ployed to remove it, and necessitating the performance of thehigh 
operation, as if for stone, to extract it. The immediate result 
was quite satisfactory, for we saw the girl up and about the 
wards apparently in excellent health, when, unfortunately, 
suppuration took place in the walls of the pelvis, and fatal 


lrg and womanly in a Although young, the patient was 


the frequency of passing water was severe. The 
turbid, but not much so; the appetite and 

On the 9th Mr. Thompson sounded 
, and found such a y as that described lyi across the 
bladder. All further examination was deferred until she should 
be placed under the influence of chloroform for its removal. 
Meantime the patient furnished three precisely similar pins for 
experiment. were made of unusually stout wire. On 
modern French instrument which 


2 -elastic 

the urethra, 

She suffered much pain in the evening, and took full doses of 

the sedative solution of opium, the urine passing well by the 
catheter. 


Jan. 12th.—She is tolerably comfortable; no tenderness of 
belly; takes fluid nourishment freely. Pulse 110, soft. Dress- 

3th.—Going on w t complains 
the opiates. 

14th.—Urine comes up through the wound ; catheter 
again placed in the bladder by the urethra. To continue 


15th.—Pain in the belly, and some diarrhea. Hot fomenta- 
tions to be applied. Opiate to be increased, and to have warm 
chalk mixture 


16th.—Much relieved ; pain in the belly gone: was evi 

due to fiatulent distension” Has wedding 

relish to-day. 
The catheter was di with on the 18th. After this 

she gradually i and notes were only occasionally 


en of her case. ‘ 
Feb. 6th.—The ing has entirely closed ; no urine passes 
except by the urethra. e holds her water three hours ; has 
no pain; eats and drinks well; and goes about all day. She 
continued so d next week, playing about the ward ; 


to the country in a day or two as 
perfectly convalescent. 


13th.—In the evening, while actively occupied as usual, she 
felt a sudden ws in the abdomen, went to bed. 
14th.—Mr. Thompson saw her. She was suffering severely, 
i way in the a occasioned symptoms 
peritonitis. She gradually worse, and died on the 16th. 
At the au on the following day it was discovered that 
slowly formed between the site of the wound 
extended beneath 


an abscess 
and the bladder, and had the peritoneum 


| 
| duce a hair-pin through the urethra into the bladder a few 
| days before her admission. She resided upwards of 150 miles 
| from London. Having been examined by two medical gentle- 
| men, and the presence of the pin ascertained, and also that it 
| had assumed a fixed position, it was determined to send her 
4 to the care of Mr. Henry Thompson at University —_ 
ospital. She was admitted on the 6th of January last. 
app 
eno so ingeniously draws up into its shaft any wire it lays hold . 
whatever the position in which it is seized, the pin was f 
gently. too rigid and unyielding to be so managed. On applying great 
force the instrument broke. It was, however, repaired and 
strengthened ; still the same result occurred. It was obvious 
that the instrument could not be relied upon in the bladder 
| “Om the 11th she placed on the operating table, under 
On the 11 was on i e, 
Case 2.—Corporal H——. Testicle stra about three | Sng the pin, fo it y fixed ; it yielded only 
weeks after injection. Treatment. lasted Thout ‘sx weeks, | om traction, and could not be rotated on its axis by auy force 
with the result of restoring the testicle to very nearly its | Which it was allowable to 8g She was then examined 
natural size. He has left the regiment, and I cannot give the by the vagina and rectum a + a and by his col- 
ise dates of the treatment, but I have soasuiity lamina league Mr. Erichsen, and the pin was found—apparently its 
eet he continues well points and lower part—between these passages and the wall 
. of the pelvis on the left side, while the head of the pin was 
} distinguishable beneath the parietes of the abdomen above the 
pubes. After consultation, it was decided to perform the high 
y delicate and irritable, but the sliver catheter in'the ith its point resting 
pn organ. After some little difficulty in entering the bladder, 
from the protrusion of the catheter through a small orifice, 
4 Hlirror the operator’s finger was introduced, the pin felt, and easily 
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ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


HUMERUS, THE RESULT OF A FALL FROM A HEIGHT, 
COMPLICATED WITH SINGULAR CHEST SYMPTOMS. 
(Under the care of Mr. Le Gros CLARK.) 


ade oats | As involving the shoulder, the following case will prove a 
KING'S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. | companion to that preceding it ; and it will be interesting to 
NECROSIS OF THE HEAD OF THE HUMERUS, NECESSITATING | ¥#tch hereafter whether the injury sustained may ever give 


rise to disease that shall require the same mode of 


THE OPERATION OF EXCISION ; GOOD RECOVERY. 
(Under the care of Mr. Fercvssoy.) 

Ir is extremely probable, from the history given by the 
patient in the following case, that his right shoulder-joint may 
have been injured by the accident stated to have happened to 
him when a child, as it helps to explain the weakness so long 
felt in the joint and the subsequent occurrence of necrosis. 
Excision of the articulation was followed by good results, as 
in many other similar cases we have placed upon record on 
various occasions. For the notes we are indebted to Mr. H. R. 
Bell, the house-surgeon. 

Henry 0——-, aged eighteen, admitted into Albert ward on 
February 26th, 1865. Appears in good health, although he is 
delicate-looking. Is a footman, and lives at Notting-hill. He 


states that as long ago as he can remember he has had weak- | 


ness in the right shoulder, and been unable to raise it as high 
as the other arm, though he can move it backwards and for- 
wards quite freely. When two or three years old he was in- 
jured by a cab, though he does not know in what part of the 
any symptoms of disease till five years 
have occasional pain in the joint, capociaiiy coming on during 
sleep. The pain of late has more severe and constant, 
though now it often yap for a day or more, ‘It is much 
i moving the joint. He has had no startings of 
the limb. joint has not swelled much ; but four months 
an abscess burst in front of it ; two months after another 
about an inch and a half from the joint, which Mr. F 
This continues to di freely, and two small 
of bone have come away. in front of the 
joint, ee _ below A... outer end of the clavicle, dis- 
charges a little when a probe is passed through it. It takes a 
direction backwards a little downwards, and at the depth 
of two i a tly in the 
head of can pass e lower opening 
the upper. The right side of the chest doce not seers 
80 developed as the left ; but the right arm is no shorter, 
although the muscles are much less developed. There is now 
very little movement in the joint. He has had a cough for 
two or three and perspires at night ; but he is otherwise 


in heal 

ath of March Mr. Fergusson examined the head of 
the humerus, having had the patient taken to the operating 
theatre and placed under the influence of chloroform, by 
making a vertical incision to the length of three inches for the 

opening to tip acromion, dividing but 

a few fibres of the deltoid muscle. Having dissected the threes 
from the bone, he turned out the head of the humerus, and 
sawed it off with about an inch and a quarter of the neck. The 
tissues were much disorganized round it, but the long tendon 
of the biceps was lying in its groove, and was turned aside. 
The head of the bone had nearly disappeared, leaving the 
tuberosities healthy; the ulceration extended into the neck. 
The scapula was healthy. Two small vessels were tied. 
Sutures, water-dressing, and bandage were applied. 

March 14th.—No bad sym . The lower of the 
pain than formerly. 

20th.—Can swing the arm backwards and forwards ; can 
also raise it a little. ae ep Se more developed. 
The arm is being raised from side by pado in the axilla 

April Ist.—He can wheel a heavy coal-box. Is to go into 
the country. 

In this case the wound which the head of the bone 
was excised was very small, the patient has suffered less 
pain since the operation than he did ’ 


as that adopted by Mr. Fergusson. 

J. H——., aged twelve, hodsman’s boy, was admitted Dec. 2nd, 
having fallen, half an hour previously, from a height of 
forty or fifty feet. The chief, indeed the only discoverable, 
injury was to the shoulder, with the exception of some bruises 
about the trunk ; but there was no ized pain on inspira- 
tion. The injury to the shoulder was at first difficult of dia- 

is, in consequence of the swelling; but afterwards it 
apparent that the epiphysis was separated from the 
shaft of the humerus, the on the injured side being 
nearly an inch shorter than on the sound side, measuring from 
the acromion to the external condyle. There was no very 
marked falling in of the deltoid ; but the u extremity of 
the shaft of the bone penetrated between its fi and threat- 
ened to pi the superjacent bruised skin. It was found im- 
practicable to restore it to its direct and accurate relations 
| with the head of the bone ; but good union and free mobility 
were ultimately regained. 
| The interest of this case is, however, especially associated 
| with the following condition which supervened on the after- 
| noon of the day after he was admitted. On visiting him Mr. 
' Le Gros Clark found his face flushed, his respiration hurried 
| and oppressed ; but though the dyspnea was urgent, there was 
| no lividity or coldness of the lips or extremities. The heart's 
| action was forcible and frequent, but the sounds were normal. 
| Over the left side of the chest there was complete dulness on 


and also absence of respiratory murmur, or, in- 
Need, of any sound but of the heart’s action, except. a 
scarcely ible murmur under the clavicle. Vocal 
equally audible on both sides. On the right side there was 
on percussion, and the respiratory murmur 
was very distinctly —indeed cough 

expectoration. Four were applied to u 

| the chest, and relief almost immediately followed ont the 
fi ight e above symptoms 
anu the respiratory sounds, on percumion and as 
well as the heart’s action, were perfectly normal. 

Mr. Le Gros Clark remarked on the peculiarity of this case in 
its medical aspect. The symptoms seemed so anomalous and in- 
explicable that he sought the assistance of Dr. Clapton, who was 
in the hospital at the time, and he entirely confirmed the dia- 
gnosis, or rather the existence of the a. although he was 
at a loss to account for them satisfactorily. The entire left lung 
was the seat of suspended respiration; but from what cause‘ 


seems to point in the same direction. 
the lung from the violence done to the chest by 


? regards e 
impracticability of replacing the 


shaft of the humerus must have been interposition 
of some tendinous fibres, or, supposing the bone was fractured, 
to the impaction of the shaft in the head. 
consequence of great and direct violence. The thin covering 
of skin over the upper extremity of the shaft of the humerus 
ulcerated, but subsequently healed kindly. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


COMPOUND DISLOCATION OF THE LOWER END OF THE 
HUMERUS FORWARDS; LACERATION OF SOFT PARTS ; 
MORTIFICATION OF THE LIMB; AMPUTATION; RECO- 


VERY. 

(Under the care of Mr. Coore.) 

Tue preamble of this case indicates, in a few words, its 
nature. It was, however, much more complicated: for there 
was the rupture of a large artery (at first supposed to be the 


Tux 
along the left side in the pelvic fascia, just below the brim of Fd 
the pelvis, as far as the sacro-iliac articulation; so traversing 
the very spot at which the pin had been felt by examination | SEPARATION OF THE HEAD FROM THE SHAFT OF THE 
immediately before the operation. No perforation was dis- 
covered, but inflammation was set up, producing pes peri- | 
tonitis. No ulcerated point or cicatrix could be discovered in | 
action of 
serious obstruction in the pulmonary circulation, and the 
result of the treatment, assuming it to be a ‘‘ propter hoc,” 
it of 
could it be, consistently with the md disappearance of the 
ase, the 
of the 
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of the displaced bones was accomplished, and both ends of the 
— vessel were tied. Mortification subsequently set in, 


one of and 


found to protrude through a 
e elbow, across the end of the bone ; the median nerve 


tly stretched, but was aa no 
num 


tion in either radial or ulnar arteries, 
elbow-joint. 
was reduced under chloroform, and the 
A large was found to be torn across, 
loese in wound. Both ends were 
t er with silver sutures, 
the arm put up on an angular splint. Broth diet ordered. 
May 19th.—Was slightly delirious, but s 
ia (subcutaneously). i 


examined. 
one end of it lyi 


also is miich diminished. The whole of the limb is to be 
rolled in cotton wool, and kept perfectly at rest. 

20th. —Still delirious at night, and restless during the day ; 

temperature of arm slightly raised ; sensation ing in 

i 

i badly ; bowels act naturally. 

restless and irritable; pulse 90; tongue slight! 

and sensation in forearm mu 

The back of the wrist and forearm is 


SEVERE ERYSIPELAS OF HEAD AND FACE, PRODUCING 
(EDEMA OF THE LARYNX ; TRACHEOTOMY ; 
SUCCESSFUL RESULT. 


(Under the care of Dr. Rapetrrre.) 
A more formidable disease than erysipelato 


itself, arising chiefly from the submucous infiltration of the | 


was quite well up to time ; 
‘The pati 


hospital. 
i several times before. 
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proved by an excellent collection of cases, and by 
his observations on those eases, that death in cases of phlebitis 
not take place from the in i ing 


by which lymph is secreted 
the lining membrane of a vem, was eer te 
not only with regard to the pathology of this class of dis- 


eases, but also with oo ical treatment ; for it 


ial which 
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brachial), and violent stretching of the median nerve ; the soft | supra-glottic structures. The age and constitution of the 
ports were Iacerated and bruised, and the condyles of the patient, with the carly means adopted to afford. reli, con 
protruded through a wound. Notwithstanding ibuted to a favourable result. 
this, with the view to save the limb if possible, the reduction | The case, were kindly fur- 
Ann ba aged seventeen, was Nov. 12th, 
1864, at two a.m., suffering from severe erysipelas of the head 
im recovery. The nature of the accident was unusual and | and Her eyes awe closed, and lips 
. so mu could scarcely open her mouth. 
PeRobert B—., a fairly nourished, healthy schoolboy, eight | She an coat aos solid, and there was some difficulty 
years of age, was amusing himself, with other boys, in the | in swallowing fluids. was also slight dyspnma. She 
afternoon of May 18th, by walking al some ain stated that her face began to swell about six p.m. on the pre- 
iron spik pi off, the leg of his trousers | vious evening—i. e., eight hours before her admission into the 
caught in he fell, the whole of his weight but has had 
coming upon iis right elbow (according to his own statement). | = placed in 
On admission the same day, the condyles of the humerus some No The swelling 
were | fomentations ied to the e swelli wever, 
of th | and. 40 four 2.25, 
was tigh ulsa- | come on, and she was almost asphyxiated. Some brandy-and- 
| chloric-ether was then administered, which relieved her for a 
| ereased violence, it was visable that tracheotomy 
| should be performed. This operation was, therefore, - 
| formed immediately by the house-surgeon, Mr. C. St. re al 
Hawken. The tube was very easily introduced, with little 
The breathing at once and natural, 
and she slept comfortably for four er five hours. She 
| was ordered half-drachm doses of tincture of muriate of iron 
| every four hours, and the face to be painted with collodion. 
is still very irritable, and continually callmg out. There is | Ten ounces of wine and beef-tea for diet. In a couple of days 
little or no sensation in the forearm or hand; the temperature | the — 
eyes, to aie soli the 1 
was withdrawn, and she could breathe Vv when the 
aperture in the trachea was closed. On the 30th the wound 
| was completely healed, She was 
| discharged quite well one after admission. 
| 
y aiscoioured in 2e8. n mner side, extendimyg 
from the wound Seetilie the wrist, the skin is livid, and a 
moderately large bulla has formed. The wound discharges a | 
quantity of sanious fluid, which has a remarkably offensive | 
odour, The upper part of forearm is slightly swollen and | 
Am of performed at middle third. | 
tation of upper arm was at mi i 
The was elightly in places ; brachial | 
artery filled with coagulum at the point of division. 
On examination of the limb after amy ion, it was found | 
that the artery that had been ruptared and tied was vo! the 
(probably Lory The | 
and - with : 4 = edian — Tue author stated that im Mr. Arnott’s admirable paper on 
places, was filled coagulum. m was - 
— state of gangrene | inference that the dangerous consequences of phlebitis bear no 
in colour and appearance from those of the upper arm. The | 
Pind.—Passod capital night after injection of morphia 
pulse 120, velume: | rom entrance of some morpiK proc uct mto 
furred, but moist ; bowels : Mitle or ne in: does not | general circulation (pp. 44 and 61). In a paper by Mr. Lee, 
published in the thirty-fifth volume of the Society's “Trans- 
From this date no unfavourable supery and | actions,” he had endeavoured to show that the material which 
the wound cicatrized firmly. With the aid of artificial “obstructs the is derived 
the boy will be able to obtain useful occupation. _ from the blood itself, and is not in the early stages of the dis- 
ease a secretion from the lining membrane of the vessels ; that 
WESTMINSTER HOS AL. ve previously formed ; that purulent- i 
| full often found in the cavities of inflamed veine is derived 
| from the changes which under the circumstances take place in 
the tibrin_of he blood. _The distinction which he wished to 
estab’ 
ite 
laryngitis is | ance, 
scarcely to be met with ; for usually the result is fatal, unless 
there be the most speedy resort to tracheotomy, and the ad- - — 
= : . : cavities of the vessels in cases of phlebitis were secreted 
ministration of steel and stimulants. In the following case | fh"iuner coats of the veins, it would adhere firmly to that 
the laryngeal structures were invaded by extension of the membrane, and would be found lining equally its whole cireum- 
erysipelas from without, and dyspnea immediately showed ware not be by the the circn- 
tion, nor by any other mechanical means likely to be employed. 
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Moreover, the morbid process would extend by continuity of 
action, and would not be arrested by any ical interference. 
If, on the other hand, the material found in the veins were 
derived from the blood, it might be — to adhere slightly 
only to the walls of the vessels, to be attached to one part 
only of those walls, and to be removed easily by any mechanical 
force. It deposited in and at 
irregular interv ea portions of the lining membrane 
between those intervala fre it, ara its 
appearance. The deposit woul often, as had actually oc- 
curred in some of the cases related by Mr. Arnott, terminate 
abruptly at the entrance of a fresh vessel ; the reason of this 
abrupt termination being, as it to Mr. Lee, the 
greater velocity and force of the circulation in the common 
trunk than in that which is partially obstructed. . 
Now the appearances actually observed on post-mortem ex- 
aminations in cases of phlebitis all belonged to the latter and 
not to the former class, and the conclusion necessarily followed 


more atte 
the disease 


vein just above 
effused in the early 
brane as a secretion 


only. This would not, under ordinary circumstances, become 
organized ; it would adhere to one side only of the vessel, and 
it would constantly be liable to become displaced. Such a 
bond of union, although it might for a time prevent the morbid 

circulation, could 


ight be ado 
performed Mr, H. 
adopted in three out of four of 
case was given as an illustration of Mr. 
treatment. 


pad was placed over the upper extremity of the 
basilic vein, and retained in its position by a In two 


i the blood both above and below the part where 
anges which produced the serious sym 
toms for which the operation was undertaken. In one of the 


recorded cases this in some measure actually to have 
happened, for alth the current of blood through the vein 
was arrested, yet Le sae took place both above and below 
the needle last i uced. In another case, on the contrary, 
where the vein was divided, no trace of inflammation extended 
beyond the divided part. In both these cases the products of 
the diseased actions were expelled from the interior of the 
veins by the of suppuration ; but had the flow of blood 
through the vessels been allowed to continue, some of these 
same morbid products would have been carried in the course 
of the circulation, and would have produced their effects in 
other and distant organs. 

Mr. Moors had been so much impressed with the danger of 
applying ligatures to varicose veins that he always denuded 

> vein by cutting down upon it to avoid the danger of trans- 
fixing it. 

Mr. Savory bore testimony to the interest of the paper ; 
but obj to the point of view from which Mr. Lee 


abscesses scat in distant but that bear to each 
other the relation of cause effect. A question still 
awaits an answer,—and, by the way, must be answered before 
be formed of the plan of treatment 
es by Mr. Lee,—What relation, if any, does phlebitis 
hold to thrombosis on the one hand, and to pyemia on the 

Mr. Curtye said the ted some points of much 
interest, but he thought Mr. Lee had taken too ‘mechanical a 
| view of the mode of treatment which he advocated. There 
was no evidence, moreover, that the cases detailed were of so 
serious a nature as Mr. Lee supposed. He (Mr. Curling) had 
seen cases of a similar kind in which no such treatment was 
employed, and no bad effects followed. In those cases of 
phlebitis in which pyemia resulted, it arose from causes not 
mentioned by Mr. oe such as a bad atmosphere, contagion, 
&c. Mr. Curling thought that too much fear was entertained 


| of dealing with veins in a state of disease when the patient 


was in circumstances favourable to health. 
Mr. Henry Lex, in reply, said his was upon the sur- 
ical treatment of acute inflammation of the veins after that 
had already been produced. He had ry 


y ab- 
stained on the present occasion from considering the mode 
of operating for varicose veins, or from dwelling on the patho- 
logy of phlebitis. Those subjects had been fully discussed on 
previous occasions, and some of the conclusions arrived at were 
recorded in the ‘‘Transactions” of this Society. As, however, 
the two subjects mentioned had been introduced to the notice 
of the Society, he might be allowed to say that in the operation 


for varicose veins it was, in his opinion, a dangerous practice 
to lay bare the coats of the vein. It was an operation that 
had been adopted by some of the older surgeons, and had often 
led to dangerous and even fatal consequences. The question 
which Mr. Savory had been good enough to ask—namely, 
hether the lining membrane of veins was liable to ordinary 
inflammation, and whether lymph could be thrown out w 
its surface, was one of primary importance with to 
the pathology of this disease. All ised the results of in- 
flammation of a vein. After it had existed some time the coats 
of the vein became thickened ; they could be felt as a hard 
unyielding cord below the skin ; and if removed from the body 
cut transversely, they would remain like the coats of 
an artery ; at the same time the cavity of the vein was filled 
with coagula, or with the fibrin of blood more or less 
decolorized. Now the great question at issue was, Does the 
inflammation of the vein produce this coagulation of the 


* Transactions of a Society for the Improvement of Medical and Chiru 
gieal Knowledge, p. 29. 


blood ? or does the coagulation of the Liood produce the inflam- 
mation of the vein? Is the lining membrane of the veins 


5. 

. that the disease extends, as far as its severer symptoms are | the subject. He was startled to find that while Mr. Lee, at 
concerned, not by continuity of action in the lining membrane | the commencement, referred to the admirable paper of Mr. 
of the vessels, but by means of their contents, often in a more | Arnott, he was altogether silent on subsequent researches. 
or oe ee coagulated state. If that were the true cause | Are these to be ignored? Is Virchow’s st for 
of the fatal it appeared surprising that | example, to be set aside? ‘ore them 
fe not made to arrest the progress of | he thought he was entitled to ask Mr. Lee what he meant by 

y surgical treatment. Such attempts, however, | phlebitis? Upon what evidence does he assume the existence 
had not been entirely wanting. Hunter remarked that when | of phlebitis? In his view, what are the characters —— 
inflammation takes place beyond the orifice (of a vein) so as to oa ee Does he regard the formation 
alarm the surgeon, he should immediately make a compress | of clots in a vein as evidence of phlebitis? Indeed, what 
u the vein at the inflamed part, to make the two sides | effect has phlebitis upon the interior of a vein? Is no distine- 
ales together; or if suppuration has taken place, then the | tion to be drawn between phlebitis and thrombosis? To what 
compress must be upon that part of | changes may these conditions ultimately lead? These ques- 
the suppuration.* Now as lymph is not | tions have = ow interest in reference to the great subject of 
stages of phlebitis from the lining mem pyemia. Will Virchow’s views stand the test of a scrutiny as 
from its inner surface, the adhesion produced by Hunter's severe as that to which he has subjected the doctrine he has 
method of treatment could be formed by coagulum of blood | laboured to overthrow? Evidence appears te be yet parting 
ee to show, not merely the coexistence of disintegrated fibrin an 
searcely be looked upon as affording a permanent bond of 

y union between the sides of the vessel. 

Jj In cases where the affected vein is seated superficially, a 
much more certain and effectual way of closing its canal and 
of barring the entrance of its contents from the — circu- 

which when properly 

from danger, was 

rE ng cases. The fourth 
Hunter's method of 

ht, be obvious that, 

although Mr. Hunter's method might perhaps have been suc- 
cessfallly adopted in the first case, it could not have been used 
with any reasonable chance of success in the second and third. 
Four cases were then read in which, in severe cases of 

phlebitis, the current of blood was artificially arrested between , 

the inflamed vein and the centre of the circulation. In one 
cases a needle was passed under a healthy and unaffected por- 
tion of the vein, and pressure was made by means of a 
of-§ ligature ; and in one case the vein above the seat of the 
inflammation was divided subcutaneously, the two divided 
extremities being secured by acupressure. Of these different | 
plans of effecting the same object, Mr. Lee preferred decidedly 
the latter. In any future similar case it was that to which he | 
would have recourse. By the operation of subcutaneous sec- | 
tion a permanent union was effected, because that union took | 
place Between Sip portion of cellular tissue on the | 
outside of the vessel. Such a union was vascular, and there- | 
fore not liable to be broken down. By it no suppuration 
need be excited, and the needles used for the purpose of | 
py ome might be removed at the expiration of two, three, | 
or four days, when the union was complete. Union could | 
not be ensured within the same iol by the pressure of a | 
needle placed under the vein. be at | 
that time, the current of blood would be liable to be re-esta- 
blished through the vein ; if it be left, suppuration might be | 
excited on the outside of the vessel: this might lead to the | 
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subject to spontaneous like the serous membranes 


of the 


taneous inflammation 
mph? Ne and does it, Cham, wien 
ow | 


united with the lymph on the 
cavity was closed where tock 
veins were liable to such mode of action, the circulation in 


and they could a er 
undergone disease, 
by v and then they would 
and pus like other inflamed parts. In the 


of the disease, he (Mr. Lee) had never seen a case 


in all cases of acute phlebitis the severe | fi 


some morbid matter which had en- 

Fae If a portion of a vein were iso- 

lated from the rest of the circulation, and closed at two points 
by acu the part of the vessel thus isolated might be | 
cut or irritated in an way, and no symptoms of general irri- 
tation would be induced ; whereas it was well known, from 
the writings of Sir B. Brodie and some of the older s, 
what serious and fatal consequences would occasionally follow 
ions on the veins when such a . 


ion 
ton from the usual ‘operation Yor ‘arcose veins, but when 
arisen, it would (as had been proved by the cases now read to 
the Society) prevent the extension of the inflammation along 
the inflamed vessel. This it did, of course, by preventing the 
transmission of the irritating contents of the vessels, upon 
which alone he (Mr. Lee) believed the symptoms to depend. 
acute bitis, such as, without some prev treatment, 
generally termination, he ba t appeal to 
ere Cerne When a severe rigor occurred in 
such cases, followed — iration, and the pulse 
continued from 120 to 140, aot may tut 
consequences were to be apprehended. 


ON THE DELIRIUM OF COLLAPSE. 
To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


Sin,— Will you allow me space for a few remarks relative to 
Dr. Mandsley's letter im your last number (‘‘ Things New and 
Old”), and especially the passage expressing his surprise ‘‘ at 
the way in which the very familiar facts recorded in Dr. Weber's 
interesting paper on Insanity after Acute Disease have been 
received, as though another new thing had been discovered.” 

If Dr. Maudsley had been present at the meeting of the 
Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society on April 11th, he would 
have seen that neither in the paper nor in the discussion was 
the subject treated as a new discovery. Drs. Sankey, Fuller, 
and Wood stated, after the reading of the paper, that they 


had more or less frequently met with the delirium in question, 


and therefore did not consider it as a “‘new thing.” With 
regard to myself, I have not only repeatedly mentioned Prof. 


easily attacked by delirium tremens, 


others never, although 
both live 


in the same way, and are exposed to the 


Lotion or CHLORATE OF in PHAGEDENIC 
Uucers.—M. Ganjot cites, in the Gazette H ebdomadaire a case 
of very obstinate enic ulcers in the groin of a young 
soldier, which every kind of treatment. At last it 
was recollected that M. 
chlorate of potash very useful mcancroid ulcerations. Twenty 
grains to the ounce of distilled water were used, and the de- 

The case did well; but the 


be perilous to use the nitric acid. 


= 
ly 
tion To this subject, Nac av the memprane 
was not at all analogous in its pathological relations to the which Dr. Maudsley quotes several passages in his letter. | 
i to attacks o agg eae ammation, an) age. 'y it | that, in spite of so large a literature on subject, I brought 
was not capable, like them, of secreting coagulable lymph. | it before the Society, as, from frequent conversation with other 
When a serous membrane was intlamed, the lymph secreted | 1 aical men, I had convinced myself that many were not at 
| all acquainted with the peculiar delirium I described. I cannot 
give a stronger proof of this than by stating, that a man of the 
r podies Would De CONStaUly and permanently opstrucved. | large experience and of the wonderful power of observation 
But nature had wisely ordained otherwise. The lining mem- | of the late Dr. Addison, with whom I had attended the case of 
brane of the veins, even under great irritation, would not scarlet fever (Case 2 in the paper), said that he had never seen 
ane the cbstruction in, veins was | ine the decline of the 
tirely from the materials of the blood. These observations | *Uch @ delirium suddenly appearing during the decline 
in i | disease, and thought that it could only be attributed to the 
app! e in its earlier stages. During the latter | © ity of th Gri in his well-} - 
stages, when the parts had become altered by long-continued ith 
| which the delirium came on at the commencement of con- 
valescence. (‘‘Traité de Pneumonie,” 2nd ed. Paris, 1864. 
| “Tl n’y eut qu'un individu chez lequel le trouble cérébral 
survint au moment od il touchait a la convalescence.” 
| p. 376.) 
| Another reason which I had for claiming the attention of 
the Medical and Chirurgical Society, was the wish to invite 
—— or acute insanity. agreed with the observers that it was a 
rm of cerebral anemia, but I could not consider it to be 
he common anemia caused by loss of blood, or excessive 
secretions, or insufficient ingestion of food, or waste of sub- 
stance during the febrile stage, ee 
transitory form of anemia, connected with that peculiar shock 
oceurring not rarely durimg the decline of acute diseases, and 
usually termed by continental authors ‘‘ collapse,” a condition 
on which some years ago Wunderlich has written an excellent 
essay in the ‘‘ Archiv fiir Heilkunde.” The nature of this 
i to sudden more or 
m Ambrose Paré suggested the hgature of divided artenes portant 
as a safe and comparatively painless mode of preventing heart's 
it. was long before his doctrine was generally | Calon, the coldness of the face and the extremition, the profuse 
received ; and it will not be therefore surprising if a consider- tts ie of the - 
able interval should elapse before the simple mode of prevent- outbr 
ing hemorrhage on the one hand or absorption on the other, after ously 
is greatest, and the favourable influence of stima- 
‘tice. But he (Mr. Lee) coul this vi It was im this 
experience in operating upon varicose veins, that it was a lants — ppert ‘thus view. 
ectly effective and free from danger. When properly per- — this 
question repeatedly addressed to me, w is peculiar 
shock, or acute colla) should manifest itecll in some rare 
| cases as delirium, and in the ee aa 
a severe rigor, or as a feeling of oppression anxiety or 
| great prostration, or as a sensation of coldness, or by other 
| Lam i refuge in the assumption of a certain scarcely 
| definable predisposition ; but we are, I sw as yet not 
| better able to explain why certain individuale aleaost always 
| become delirious in febrile diseases, while others scarcely ever 
become so, however high the fever may be ; or why some are 
i 
—————EEEEEEE=_ _ Asking your pardon for having taken up so much of your 
lL am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Finsbury-square, May, 1865. Hermann Weser, M.D. 
author justly remarks that energetic cauterizations are de- 
| eidedly the best kind of treatment, whilst the chlorate of 
| potash may become very useful in those cases where it is 
| difficult to reach the enic ulceration, or where it would 
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T a meeting last week of the University of London for 
admission to degrees, various subjects of more or less in- 
terest to our readers were noticed by the Chancellor, Lord 
Granvitte. The University may be congratulated on its 
general progress. ‘‘ With regard to the general state of the 
University, he (the Chancellor) was happy to say they were 
progressing in almost every way their best well-wishers could 
desire.” It is one of the signs of the times to notice a Uni- 
versity, young, poor, and “‘ without a house to call its own,” — 
to the discredit, we had almost said, of the Government of 
which Lord GRanvVILLe is a distinguished member, —exercising 
so great an influence on the education of the country, and 
having the highest value set on its degrees. If anything would 
rouse the older universities to an appreciation of the fact that 
they are not doing what they might for the country at large ; 
if anything could induce them to initiate those internal reforms 
necessary to enable them to meet the growing demands of the 
nation, and which will assuredly be thrust on them from with- 
out if net commenced from within, it would be the increasing 
power, progress, and popularity of the University of London. 
We shall soon see whether or not the old universities are | 
reading aright the signs of the times. A great testing time is | 
at hand. In the coming elections few will be watched with | 
such attention as that of the University of Oxford. Mr. Giap- 
sToN® is no further advanced than he should be in his views | 
of what is necessary in order to make the old universities | 
really national instead of merely sectarian and ecclesiastical | 
institutions ; but he has the dispesition to do what is right | 
and magnanimous. He has already advised the universities | 
to yield as a matter of grace what must otherwise be con- 
ceded to stern demands. The action of the University, in the 
matter of Mr. GuapsTonr’s election, will show how far it is 
alive to its own imperfections, and how far we may expect to 
see it make any effort to remedy them. It will show whether 
the University of Oxford wishes to be in perpetuity the school 
of a mere section of the community or to identify itself with 
the rapidly widening education and love of education of the 
country. We are little concerned about Mr. GLapstoxr. He 
may be left to take care of himself. But we should be greatly 
delighted to see the University which he adorns elect him 
again, and so prove that it wishes to utilize its immense re- 
sourees to the greatest possible degree. 

The London University has earned the gratitude and respect 
of the medical profession by the way in which it has raised 
the standard of medical education. Lord GRANVILLE truly 
said that its medical degrees were most highly appreciated by 
those who obtained them and by the profession at large. Inas- 
much as all the best reform comes from within, it is gratifying to 
know that for the stringency of the London University in the 
matter of medical degrees we are indebted chiefly to an illus- 
trious member of the medical profession. Lord Graw- 


seid, “Tt was the uncessing exertions of Sir 
CLARK in organizing and perfecting their medical curriculum 
which had had such an effect in raising the character of the 
medical degrees conferred by the University.” Sir James has 
retired from the Senate, but not before doing a great work, 
which will ere long result in raising the character of the medi- 
cal education of the whole country. 

The Chancellor, in his speech, remarked on a subject upon 
which we have at various times thought it our duty to com- 
ment, though one not so obviously falling within his notice as 
others on which he spoke—namely, the late election of house- 
surgeon in the Hants County Hospital. A little reflection, 
however, is enough to enable us to understand how the sub- 
ject should have turned up in the London University. The 
rejected man of honours on that occasion was a graduate of 
the London University. Those who confer honours on men, 
are apt to watch the history of the men whom they delight to 
honour; to be satisfied with their success—to be dissatistied 
and discouraged when their honours seem to count for pothmg. 
The Chancellor of the University was not exceeding the bounds 
of his proper care when he criticised the act of the governors 
of the Hants County Hospital in setting aside one of their 
most honoured graduates. And if anything were wanting to 
make this allusion of the Chancellor natural and just, it would 
be found in the fact that the rejection of their graduate was 
based on a religious ground. It is the distinctive feature of 
the London University to be unsectarian, to show no religious 
partiality ; and the entirely different principle acted on by the 
authorities of the Hants County Hospital in the election of 
its civil officers, to the injury of a London graduate, gave 
natural occasion for criticism, if not complaint. We need 
only give the outline of the argument of the Chancellor in this 
matter, us his views coincide with those which we have always 


"expressed. The noble speaker pointed out that a religious 


test, while a bar to the conscientious, would be none to the 
hypocritical candidate ; that the governers sheuld consider 
whether it was not for the imterest of the poor sick inmates of 
the hospital to elect the man whe produced recommenda- 
tions bearing primd facie evidence that he was the Lest meda- 
cal candidate ; and, lastly, that as candidates had been led to 
expect that the election would turn upen the character of the 
the religious test, there was unfairness in making this the 
principal qualification. There seems te be no answer to these 
arguments. We have the utmost reverence for religious ordi- 
nances, and respect for men who de the often thankless work 
of the committees of our hospitals, and whe try to make the 
bospital subserve the moral as well as physical good of the 
inmates; but we do hope they will come to see that the moral 
qualities of a man are not to be ascertained by a strictly 
sectarian test; or, if they will not admit this, that they will 
advertise their adherence to tests of which the nation, m civil 
matters, has long acknowledged the unfairness and the m- 
efficiency. Lord Graxvriur, in the course of his speech, 
Lord Paumerstox. If he could induce him, in his capacity 
as subscriber to the Hants County Hospital, te take an imterest 
in this question, he would be doing further service to the cause 
of fairplay and religious liberty in the county of Hants, and, 
through it, in the country generally. 

We cannot close without noticing anether subject mooted 
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by Lord Granvitte—viz., the establishment of a degree of 
Doctor of Literature. We do not profess to have given the 
establishment of a doctorate of this kind sufficient considera- 
tion to warrant us in expressing an opinion, but we have a 
strong feeling as to the desirableness of the universities and 


colleges of the country doing something to extend the love of 


letters. The age is becoming intensely’commercial ; ahd there 
are moral and even medical reasons for trying to lessen the 
force of the commercializing influences. Why should not 
commercial men be more literary than they are? Commerce 
wears men out, and letters seem to have the opposite effect— 
of conserving vital force. We should be glad to see any well- 
devised scheme for, we had almost said, coaxing busy men 
into a love of letters. No institution can more fitly discuss 
the best means of exciting commercial men to a more sys- 
tematic study of literature than the University of London. 


THE fellows of the College of Surgeons will shortly be again 
called upon to exercise their duty of filling up the vacancies 
in the Council caused by retirement in rotation. This is one 


of their most important functions ; it is the only means which | 


they have of causing their influence to be felt in the College, 
or of effectually serving its interests. Until the vigorous re- 
monstrance which we felt it our duty to make three years 
since, this function had been very much neglected, and the 
annual election had been a mere matter of form. Councillors 
retired only to re-enter. And whereas the charter, conserva- 
tive as it is, had provided for a small but healthy circulation, 
by requiring three out of the twenty-four members of the 
Council annually to vacate their seats, the existing incumbents 
had managed to make it felt that it would be looked upon as 
a personal slight if they were not replaced. All this is altered 
now; and it is perfectly well understood that the fellows do 
not intend to leave the affairs of the corporation to the manage- 
ment of a small knot of hospital surgeons, but propose to be 
actually represented in deed as in word, and to cause the more 
eligible fellows to pass through office in fairly rapid succession. 
The College offices have ceased to be regarded as the rightful 
appanage of a few, and will in the future, it is hoped, be 
looked upon as the legitimate prizes open to the many ; prizes 
not to be held in perpetuity and enjoyed as life-estates, but to 
be retained during a certain number of years, and to be sur- 
rendered and accounted for at term. 

The retiring members as at present announced are Mr. 
Worma.p, Mr. Quarx, and Mr. Suaw. It is not yet posi- 
tively stated whether those gentlemen will offer them- 
selves for re-election. In the case of Mr. WorMALD, it is 
possible even that his retirement will be cancelled by the ope- 
ration of one of those ingeniously conservative bye-laws which 
restrict as much as possible any change in the constitution of 
the Council. It is rumoured on good authority that one of 
the life-members and examiners will seek ease and leisure by 
voluntarily retiring from his offices in the College ; and if this 
gentleman should vacate his seat in the Council, Mr. WorMALD, 
as the oldest of those retiring by rotation, will, oddly enough, 
be saved from the necessity of doing so. However this may be, 
the fellows will have to consider whom they shall elect to the 
vacent seats. They will probably feel bound to ask themselves 
this question—Who is responsible for the not doing of those 
things in the College which ought to have been done, and 
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which they desire to be done: the non-publication of the 
minutes ; the refusal of proxies to country fellows ; the per- 
petuation of the system of rotation and re-appointment of 
examiners ; the ungracious repulse of the efforts of the College 
of Physicians to induce them to join in affording a joint licence 
for general practice, such as the Medical Council recommend, 
and as exists in Scotland and Ireland ? 

Those who retire annually from the Council must be held 
responsible for the acts of the Council. The knowledge that 
this is so will of itself tend to make those actually in office or 
entering upon it far less apathetic and less indifferent to the 
wishes of their constituents. It has been said that there are 
in political matters always two great divisions—the “‘ins” 
and the “outs.” The only way to make the “ins” more 
sensitive to the influence of the external body is to remind 
them of their limited tenure, and to make them responsible 
for shortcomings when they go out. 

Then, again, it will be remembered that Mr. WormALD was 
elected in 1849, Mr. Qvatn in 1854, and Mr. SHaw in 1858; 
so that they have already enjoyed respectively long terms of 
office, and may fairly yield place to others of equal claims. 
Mr. WorMALD has enjoyed the handsome emoluments of an 
examinership for about seven years; and even if not re-elected 
to the Council, he will, like Mr. Hawkrys, no doubt continue 
to hold that post. We could not regret his absence from the 
Council on any general grounds, for there can be nothing more 
important than that that body should not be influenced as it 
is by the examiners; who, instead of being controlled by the 
Council, do by their number practically control the Council. 
Whether or not, however, Mr. Wormacp will actually be 
called upon to retire rests upon the course taken by the life- . 
member to whom we have alluded. 

It is important that the candidates brought forward for the 
vacant seats should possess the qualifications necessary to 
command support. Mr. Tvrver, of Manchester, announced 
last year his intention to offer himself on the present occasion 


| as a candidate, giving pledges that he would actively attend 


to his duties, and effectively support liberal interests. That 
course will entitle him to election. His personal qualifications 
are of the highest order, and, as an eminent country fellow, we 
should be glad to see him sitting at the board, confident that 
he will be sufficiently acquainted with the feelings and wishes 
of his colleagues in the provinces to give them adequate and 
forcible expression, and that he would equally aid the general 
interests of the College. It would be premature to speak of 
the metropolitan candidates at this moment. Various names 
are mentioned, and there is reason to hope that the fellows 
will find their choice easy and satisfactory. 


WE have received a letter from an Indian medical officer, a 
Surgeon-Major in the army, who signs himself ‘‘ Quarter 
Century.” As this letter extends over twenty closely-written 
pages, it is quite impossible to find space for it. As some pas- 
sages of it, however, have an important bearing on the in- 
terests of many members of the profession who, on the faith of 
Sir CHARLES Woop’s despatch, and, above all, the interpretation 
of that important document by us, may have been induced to 
compete for commissions in the Indian service, or may contem- 
plate doing so, we lose no time in submitting to all whom it 
may concern what this officer pledges his word isthe manner in 
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which the financial authorities read the “latest Indian Medical 


Warrant.” 

It may be stated at the outset, in justice to ourselves, that, 
in commenting on this important despatch, we have invariably 
refused to put any other interpretation on it than the words of 
the writer seem fairly to convey, and declined to accept Sir 
(CHARLES Woop’s language in a non-natural sense. For this we 
are ridiculed by ‘‘ Quarter Century,” who seems quite astonished 
that we do not understand the term ‘‘ unemployed pay” in the 
sense in which the Indian finance authorities use it. What will 
plain Englishmen say when told, as our correspondent tells us, 
that ‘‘ the term ‘ unemployed’ is used in India to denote the 
performance of any duty to which no definite staff salary is 
attached”? For example, according to this Indian financial 
slang, an assistant-surgeon, say with five years’ full-pay service, 
in charge of a native regiment, is said to be ‘‘ employed,” and 
draws Rs.600 a month. But supposing an epidemic of cholera 
breaks out in a camp, and he is sent to assist a brother officer in 
this emergency, and, at the imminent risk of his life, has to work 
night and day amongst the sick, he is then said to be “‘ unem- 
ployed,” and his pay sinks at once to Rs.304:14:2, or to 
Rs.286 :10 if he happens to be under five years’ service. 
This is not only a “ non-natural” use of terms, but a kind of 
treatment opposed to every principle of justice and common 
sense. Yet this, says ‘‘ Quarter Century,” is the view taken 
and acted on by the ‘‘ examiners of medical accounts in India,” 
whoever they may be. 

There can be no doubt whatever that candidates for the 
Indian medical service were forthcoming at the last competi- 
tive examination entirely because of the supposed superior 
pecuniary advantages offered by the new Warrant, particularly 
during the early years of service. It is consistent with our 
knowledge that the gentlemen who successfully competed for 
commissions came forward under a belief that in a reasonable 
period they would enjoy the scale of pay prominently set forth 
in the Warrant—namely, under five years Rs.450 a month, 
above five years Rs.600, and so on up to the highest figure 
in the seale, according to length of service. But mark the 
reality. Our correspondent says, “Sir CHartes Woop, in 
his latest Warrant, allows Rs.450 a month to an assistant- 
surgeon under five years’ service, and Rs.600 to one above five 
years, when in charge of @ regiment ; but he nowhere promises 
that they shall have regiments.” And he goes on to assure 
us that, in point of fact, at the present time, in the presidency 
of Madras, “‘ no assistant-surgeon under five years’ service has 
charge of a regiment, and not more than one-third of those 
above tive years’ service have regiments.” Theyare, in the queer 
Indian sense, ‘‘unemployed,” and draw Rs.286 per month. 
We have no Army List corrected up to the 31st March, 1865, 
to refer to; but our correspondent, writing with one before 
him, so states the case. 

It is well known that in former days young assistant- 
surgeons were often five, and even six, years knocking about 
on general duty before they attained to the charge of regiments 
of native infantry, troops of horse artillery, and such like posi- 
tions. But they were sustained by the cheering prospects 
before them of brighter days; by the hope of attaining to one 
of the well-paid staff appointments of the service ; by the cer- 
tainty of promotion to lucrative administrative posts by right 
of seniority; and the comfortable provision of the Retiring 
Fund, with provision for wife and family in case of death. 


Now all staff appointments are in process of being abolished, 
the administrative appointments will soon be so few that they 
ean fall to the lot of a limited number only, and the retiring 
funds for new comers have been abolished. What, then, re- 
mained? The answer to this question may be given in the 
words of Sir Cuas. Woop: ‘‘The above measure”—the last 
Warrant,—‘‘ which obviously tends greatly to improve the con- 
dition and prospects of the Indian Medical Service, cannot be 
carried out, as your Government will at once perceive, without 
a heavy expense to the State. It is hoped, however, that the 
result will be at once to diffuse a spirit of satisfaction and con- 
tentment amongst the officers now in the service, and to secure 
Sor the future a certain supply of medical officers of good social 
position, liberal education, and professional ability for her 
Majesty's service in India.” 

Under the confident expectation that Sir CuarLes Woop’s 
liberal despatch would be carried out in India in the spirit in 
which it appears to have been conceived by that statesman, 
we did our utmost to make the new Warrant widely known 
in the medical schools of the three kingdoms, and the result of 
the representations of the medical press was to secure on the 
first examination a supply of medical officers for India of the 
class described in the concluding paragraph of Sir CHARLES 
Woop’s despatch. But if the result proves that we have in- 
duced men to commit their fortunes to an Indian career, on 
the strength of juggling promises ‘‘kept to the ear and broken 
to the hope,” we shall deeply regret the course we have fol- 
lowed ; and the authorities may rest assured that Tur Lancet 
will not again be misled into interpreting delusive Warrants 
in such a fashion as to influence the young members of the 
profession to their serious detriment. 

It is to be hoped that Sir Cuar es Woop, ere it be too late, 
will be induced to look into this matter, and see that his 
| measure is not destroyed by the narrow interpretations put 
| upon it by his subordinates. 


Medical Annotations. 


“Ne quid nimis,.” 


LEGISLATION ON PHARMACY. 


PENDING the sittings of the Select Committee of the House 
of Commons on the two Pharmacy Bills introduced respectively 
by Sir Fitzroy Kelly and SirJohn Shelley—the former promoted 
by the Pharmaceutical Society, and the latter by chemists and 
druggists not belonging to that body—we may note the repro- 
duction in g complete form of the report of the Committee of 
the General Medical Council on Pharmacy as amended. Like 
ourselves the Council are of opinion that the preferable mode 
of legislation is that which adopts the Pharmaceutical Society 
with the Pharmacy Act of 1852 as a basis. The main objects 
of the Bill are to form a register of legally qualitied pharma- 
ceutic chemists ; to prohibit the use of certain pharmaceutic 
titles by persons not on the register ; to confine to those regis- 
tered the privilege of executing the prescriptions of medical 
practitioners, but not otherwise to restrict the sale of medicines 
asked for in any other manner. We shall be glad if the Select 
Committee can adopt so much of the chemists and druggists’ 
Bill as restricts the sale of poisons. The Committee of the 
Medical Council desire to see corrected certain defects in the 
Bill before it becomes law. They say :— 

“1. The Bill should be altered as to to as 
well as to England and Scotland. a ee 
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directed by the prescriber. 
“3. re Commie sone thatthe promotor of he 


“4, The last im 
mittee have to notice is that no adequate provision has been 


made towards pharmaceutic chemists 
from converting themselves ‘nto uusqualifed medical prec 

The Bill already contains a clause securing the rights of 
duly qualified medical practitioners ; but something more is 
needed in view of the great public injury inflicted by the 
practice of medicine by a number of existing chemists and 
druggists, unqualified by law and incompetent by education, 
and of the yet further facilities and temptation which the Bill 
might otherwise afford to the pharmaceutic chemist to embark 
in irregular practice by giving him a diploma, of which the 
character is easily misunderstood, and may be readily mis- 
represented, especially to the poor and uneducated. The 
Medical Council propose, therefore, to add to the clause a 
special declaration that nothing in the Act ‘‘shail entitle any 

person registered under it to practise medicine or surgery, or 
medicine or surgery.” The Parliamentary 
Committee of the British Medical Association, having similar 
objects in view, have waited upon Sir Fitzroy Kelly this week 
with a proposition yet more stringent, desiring to add :— 

‘* And it shall not be lawful for any person registered under 
this Act to prescribe for any patient, or undertake the treat- 
ment of disease, or in an ‘way assume to act as a medical 
practitioner, and every and ist so offending, 
shall, upon a summary conviction, forfeit or pay a sum not ex- 
ceeding £5.” 

This addition would be very satisfactory, and it would not 
be opposed by leading pharmaceutists, seeing that it only aims 
at what will serve the highest public interests. The Com- 
mittee of the Medical Council further call attention to the 
fact that the Bill proposes to confer on the whole body of 
chemists and druggists the right of dispensing and selling 


has not been so dealt with in the Medical Act. The Medical 
Council is properly restricted in its action by the ynedical cor- 


Md me we or other medicine shall be sold, unless 
a sworn certificate of its be | with the regis- 
under this Act, and a copy be 
in the shop or place im which such medicine 
m, Or proprietor of a shop, selling any 


We may state that the Select Committee of 
“legislation is necessary.” 


‘THE CORONERSHIP OF SOUTH NORTHUMBERLAND. 


Tux contest for the coronership of South Northumberland 
is, according to our information, most spirited on both sides. 
For it has become virtually a question of Law against Medicine. 
There are two lawyers toone doctor. And though the medical 
candidate in this case would seem to have great chances of 
success, the profession will for some time to come be apt to 
suffer defeat at the hands of the Law. The Law has been so 
favoured in this country, it has had such a monopoly of public 
offices and prizes, that lawyers appear to regard these as 
their native right, and have become by very habit skilful in 
the art of organization and eleetioneering. On the other hand, 
the medical profession has been so little favoured in this way, 
its public prizes have been so few and so poor, that for the 
present the esprit de corps necessary to prompt and una- 
nimous action must be wanting. The sooner, however, we 
learn the habit of corporate action the better ; and no occasions 
can be more fit for the formation of this habit, for asserting 
the claims of the medical profession, than vacancies im the 
great coronerships of the country. We surely in this matter 
should be able to compete with our legal brethren, if anything 
can be said for our claims on general grounds, apart from the 
petty consideration of class interests. For, after all, though 
we flatter ourselves that the medical profession—if it could 
get over the habit, strengthened by long experience (the oppo- 
site of that of lawyers), of “expecting nothing,”— by its 
ubiquity and by the very nature of its duties, might develop 
great powers of influencing the public, we base our argument 
for the appointment of medical coroners upon grounds of rea- 
son and public advantage. 

The Coroner's inquest, by having a medical leader, would 
become more efficient, and would more completely command 
the respect of the public. This is our main proposition. Many 
inquests are painful and offensive to families, and are only 
tolerable as being either necessary for the elucidation of the 
cause of death in the case, or as being likely to 
yield information that will tend to obviate similar deaths. 
For this elucidation, and for pointing out circumstances easily 
averted in similar cases, it is essential that the Coroner be a 
medical man. It may sound very well to weak minds to return 
unmeaning verdicts, but common sense and even propriety re- 
volt against the practice. Many of the verdicts returned at 
inquests are so vague, so void of meaning, as to have brought 
down upon the ‘‘ Crowner’s quest” a very serious amount of 
contempt. The following case may serve as a specimen :— 

Last year a boy, who had been keeping horses by the road- 
side, was found in a trench, i of pain, and died 
before he could be taken home. The Coroner, a lawyer, re- 
fused to order a post-mortem examination, and the jury re- 
turned the ing verdict :—‘‘ Died by the visitation of 
God, and not from any violence to our knowledge.” Medical 
curiosity was too intelligent to be satisfied with this finding. 
Accordingly, without further reward than the removal of in- 
telligent dissatisfaction, the medical practitioner who had seen 
the case made a post-mortem examination, and foune a rupture of 
the liver, and a pint and a half of blood in the abdomen, doubt- 
less the result of a kick from one of the horses which the boy 
was tending. It may sound very pious and settling to some 
minds to conclude that death came by the visitation of God ; 
to us it seems neither pious nor satisfactory to confound this 
with the kick of a horse. But this case well illustrates the 
difference between what is necessary to satisfy a legal, and 
what is necessary to satisfy a medical mind as to the cause 
of an obscure death. The fact is, if the Coroner's inquiry is 
to retain the respect of an increasingly intelligent public, it 
will have to be conducted more strictly, and withal more medi- 

,. The late Mr. Wakley, it is well known, was enabled by 
his experience as a medical Coroner to throw light on the way 


that | in which a large class of deaths occur—the deaths of in- 


fants im bed, and so to give important instructions for pre- 
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. any state of things exists in Ireland to render the regulation | pa 
*2. The Committee are of opinion that a clause should be 
ingried in any Pharmacy’ Bill, rendering 
chemists and druggists to vw, in compounding prescrip- 
tions, the formularies of the British Pharmacopeia, unless 
t, 
on easy terms, OCIELY, i 
and druggists not now belonging to it. The proposal is to 
admit all who thamation Yor examination, or pro- 
duce a certificate from a qualified medical practitioner that 
they have been in pack sad of dispensing medicines from 
the prescriptions of medical men before January 1, 1866. The 
latter alternative implies a facility of entrance which will be 
except such as is exercised under the Pharmacy Act over | 
registered pharmaceutical chemists. The medical profession | 
Council. They suggest that the whole profession of pharmacy | 
ought to be subjected to some control. 

The Parliamentary Committee of the British Association 
have also represented to Sir Fitzroy Kelly the importance of 
inserting the following :— - 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding £20.” { 
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venting them. His successor, Dr. Lankester, has done similar 
service : witness his recent annual report, giving, in a way at 
once practical and philosophical, the results of his official ob- 
servation during the year ending 1864. Street accidents, the 
suffocation of children in bed, infanticide, &c., are treated in 
a manner which will afford material for comparison and, if 
need be, legislation. No limit can be yet put to the good that 
may be done by making the inquiry into the causes of unusual 
deaths more ably and predomimantly medical than at present. 
It is probable that in the sudden deaths which seem so fre- 
quent, and are so shocking to the public, death, in a large 
proportion of cases—large enough to justify a generalization, — 
would be found to follow certain acts or efforts, or to be asso- 
ciated with certain meteorological states. Medical Coroners, 
by connecting cases and facts which to a non-medical Coroner 
would seem to have no relation, might help us to the gene- 
ralization, and impress lessons on the public which would tend 


to prolong many a valuable life. In this way important good | 


might be got out of the Coroner's office, as involving a scien- 


tific inquiry into a special and unportant class of deaths. We 


commend these considerations to the freeholders of South 
Northumberland. 


STATUS OF NAVAL MEDICINE. 


Ovr columns of the 15th of April, reporting the acts of the 
General Medical Council in the previous week, contained in- 
teresting returns made by the Army and Navy 
These afford ample proof of the extreme laxity with whichseveral 
of the examining bodies perform their functions, and of errors 
in their present mode of examination by instalments, which 
renders it possible for negligent students to cast aside the 
matter dealt with at their preliminary examinations as no 
longer of use to them. The most profitable lesson, however, 
is that directed immediately to the sister services, in faithfully 
exhibiting the standard of that section of the profession which 
in our day is drawn towards the army and navy as a dernier 
ressort. It is fortunate, indeed, for the soldier and sailor that 
the capabilities of the candidates are tested by officers above 
suspicion, whose honest efforts are employed in rejecting un- 
profitable elements. 

The navy return is the more satisfactory, as it shows in 
what points of education each individual failed, while it pub- 
lishes the fact that a fair knowledge of anatomy, surgery, and 
man admission to the naval department ; but even with these 
facilities we see that forty-five per cent. of the candidates 
failed, and of the successful only three im seven were judged 
to have passed good examinations. In all these facts we may 
learn distinctly that this great national service is held in very 
low repute by our professional body ; and it is to be feared 
that this state of things has been brought about by naval 
administration in the hands of one exclusive class of officers. 
As the climax of these conditions, it is now found impossible, 
im the time of peace, to obtain enough assistant-surgeons to 
fill the vacancies caused by deaths and promotions. For- 
tunately, for the credit of the service, the Director-General 
has been able to avoid the alternative of admitting men with- 
out examination, as was lately done in the army, by appointing 
surgeons from the half-pay list to do duty as assistant-surgeons 
of home ports ; but this will entail on the assistant-surgeons 
content. It is sad to witness the public service of a great 
nation thus holding the lowest hand in the market for that 
medical skill it needs so much ; but, as proverbially all things 
begin to mend at a certain stage of downward career, so the 
profession in the army and navy may reasonably trust that 
better things will dawn. 

The difficulties opposing medical reform that surround the 
administrative head of the Navy Medical Department were 
significantly alinded to by Sir John Liddell, the late Director- 


General, as will be read more fully in another page in a report 
of a meeting of senior members of the department, convened 
for the purpose of presenting to him a token of esteem on his 
retirement from office :—‘‘I have not succeeded in attaining 
all the good I tried to accomplish, but I trust that the corps 
will feel that I used every honest endeavour to render the best 
services to all that circumstances enabled me to make.” 
Such language is of moment, indicating beyond question the 
discontent with the present state of affairs that pervades the 
department, thus sympathized in by an officer who, after fifty 
years of service, has retired from the highest station, enjoying 
the respect of his juniors and subordinates. 


HEALTH OF THE KING OF THE BELGIANS. 


In the presence of the serious and disquieting rumours 
| which prevail here concerning the illness of the King of the 
Belgians, and as a satisfaction to the lively personal interest 
| which is entertained in this country in all that touches the 
persona! well-being of the King, we may state that his Majesty 
is now in a satisfactory state of convalescence, which it is 
| earnestly hoped and anticipated will uninterruptedly progress 
| to health. The first attack of the bronchitis, from which the 
| King has been suffering so severely, was consequent on a 
| cold contracted during the latter part of his visit to this 
country, and owing to the difficulty of sleeping im the hori- 
zontal posture incidental to such attack, with a not unusual 
complication in advanced life, the King suffered much from loss 
of rest and the fatigue of constantly maintaining the erect pos- 
ture. His Majesty bore the journey home well, but was attacked 
a second time by a sharp bronchitis, and, the same conditions 
existing as before, but in a more acute phase and more pro- 
longed, considerable anasarca of the lower extremities natu- 
rally followed, which was, however, successfully relieved. It 
was at this time that the serious uneasiness was felt by many, 
and it was natural that great anxiety should be experienced 
and expressed. We are happy to learn, however, that the 
King is now driving out daily for exercise, and is altogether 
in a much improved state of health. During his illness, the 
King has always had the unremitting and devoted services of 
his personal physician, Dr. Koepl. He has, besides, as is 
known, been attended in consultation by Dr. Jenner, who was 
summoned temporarily for the purpose from London. The 
King has been pleased to signify his appreciation of the great 
skill and attention of Dr. Jenner by bestowing upon him, on his 
taking leave, the badge of a Commander of the distinguished 
Order of Leopold. This is, we believe, the highest grade ac- 
corded to civilians, and the profession will receive with grati- 
fication the announcement of this well-earned mark of 
| distinction conferred upon one of its most accomplisbed and 
| able members. The King of the Belgians has ever expressed 
his sense of the value of the services of his medical advisers im 
the most gracious manner. Few royal or noble personages 
have ever displayed a more earnest appreciation of the dignity 
and worth of the medical art. The English profession have 
reason to be gratified that im this country the King has been 
able to find advisers with whom his personal attendants have 
a cordial sympathy, who have been able to render signal service 
to the King, and whose skill and devotion his Majesty has 
thus twice warmly and graciously recognised. The Queen 
has spontaneously accorded her gracious personal permission 
to Dr. Jenner to wear the decoration thus granted,—an ex- 
eceptional favour, and which must be doubly grateful under 
these circumstances. 


PROSECUTION UNDER THE MEDICAL ACT AT 
ASERDEEN. 
A case of some importance was tried in the Justices of the 
Peace Court, Aberdeen, on Monday, the 8th inst. It was the 


prosecution, under the Medical Act, of Dr. Frederic Adair, a 
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not, in so far as, on the 30th November, 1864, in one advertise- 
ment, which appeared in the Aberdeen Journal, he represented 
himself as ‘‘ a member of the Royal College of Surgeons,” and 
in another, on the 28th January, 1865, he styled himself 
“Frederic Adair, M.D., M.R.C.S.” These advertisements 
were setting forth the abilities of Mr. Adair to treat and cure 
a long list of diseases of the ‘‘ nervous debility sort,” and an- 
nouncing that he had written a work upon the subject. The 
charge against Adair in this instance was brought by Dr. Mac- 
gibbon of Aberdeen, with the concurrence of the Procurator- 
Fiscal of the country, Mr. Cadenhead (advocate) being his 
agent. Adair was defended by Mr. Watson of Edinburgh. 
The publication of the advertisements was admitted ; and the 


Medical Registers for 1864 and 1865 were produced, Adair's | 


name not being found in either. 

A gentleman calling himself a ‘‘ medical botanist” was then 
placed in the witness-box, and deposed to knowing Adair, 
having been in his house once or twice, and having heard him 
speak some ten or twelve months ago of not having a degree, 
and of his wish to get one. Witness further spoke of his having 
put Adair on the way to get one; and no more questions were 
asked. 

For the defence, a diploma was produced from the ‘‘ Metro- 


politan Medical College of New ;York,” setting forth that | 
Frederic Adair had studied there with extraordinary credit to | placed neatly, as if” —to quote the words of his uurse, Elizabeth 


himself, and was worthy of the Cegree of Doctor of Medicine, 
which of course they accordingly gave him. Witnesses were 
called to prove that this diploma had been in defendant's pos- 
session for twelve months at least. 

Mr. Cadenhead claimed judgment for the prosecution, in 
that the defender had represented himself as a member of the 
Royal College of Surgeons, which he was not, his name not 
appearing in the Medical Register, which it ought to have 
done according to the Act; and in that the diploma he had 
produced was a foreign document, having a suspicious appear- 
ance about it. 

Mr. Watson urged that his client was not liable to the 
penalty of the Act, inasmuch as he had not represented him- 
self to be a registered practitioner. The diploma shown was 
' @ genuine document, and Adair had pretended to nothing 
more than it warranted him in doing. 

The Justices, after consulting for a considerable time, deli- 
vered judgment; finding that, in the advertisement first set 
forth in the libel, Adair wilfully used the title ‘‘ Member of 
the Royal College of Surgeons,” while it was proved that at 
the time he was not a member of any Royal College of Sur- 
geons. There were a good many people in the Court-house 
during the trial, and they gave a cheer when the judgment 
was recorded. The second charge was, quoad ultra, found 
not proven. 

This is, we believe, the first prosecution in Scotland under 
the Medical Act. 


THE CASE OF RICHARD GIBSON. 


As might have been expected, the Poor-law Board could not 
pass over without censure the conduct of Dr. Craig and Mrs. 
Elson in this unfortunate case. After a minute detail of all 
the facts elicited in the inquiry before Mr. Farnall, the Board, 
in conclusion, express their opinion— 

“That Dr. Craig, by failing to ascertain the con- 
dition of the deceased and neglecting to order for him such 
articles of nourishment as he required, and that Mrs. Elson, 
by © ensure proper attention to his nal comforts 
and ¢ ess, have so gravely neglected their duties, that 
the Board would not be justified. in permitting either of them 
to continue in the offices which they at present hold. The 
Board therefore request that the directors will communicate 
this decision to Dr. Craig and Mrs. Elson, and require them at 


necessary that it should be distinctly poi 

Rankley that, as the chief officer of the workhouse, the infir- 

mary, as well as all other parts of the establishment, is under 

sell ated superintendence, and that he is responsible for the 
managemen 


THE ROAD MURDER. 

Frve years have elapsed since the public mind was terrified’ 
by the perpetration of an act that happily has few parallels 
in the history of crime. Its ‘‘ exceptional and extraordinary 
character” invested it with a mysterious horror which justice 
had in vain sought to penetrate. A child four years of age, 
‘a cheerful, happy boy,” was, in the silence of night, removed 
from his crib, whilst slumbering in the room with his nurse, 
‘**a light sleeper, who generally heard any of the movements 
of the children, or their cries.” So carefully and gently was 
this accomplished, that when the infant was sought for ‘‘ the 
impression of his body still remained, and the bedclothes were 


Gough, whose evidence we refer to—‘‘I or his mother had 
done it.” When further search was instituted, the body of 
the child was discovered murdered, with its throat cut, thrown 
down the hole of an outhouse, and wrapped in the blanket 
under which he had been lying. This blanket therefore must 
have been at the same time removed; and so cautiously was 
its removal effected as not to disturb the appearance of the 
other clothes, or awaken the inmates of the room. This cir- 
cumstance is the more remarkable as it argues that some time 
must have been spent in the removal of the body and the rearrange- 
ment of the various coverings, rendering the person doing so more 
liable to detection. It was proved that the infant had had an ape- 
rient pill administered to him the previous evening, which might 
not unreasonably have been expected to cause him to be restless, 
or at least more sensitive to any movement to which he might 
have been subjected. It might also have been anticipated that 
under such circumstances his nurse would have proved both 
wakeful and watchful; the more so as she was described by 
the child’s mother as being “particularly kind to him, and 
seemingly very fond of him and he of her.” So carefully and 
silently, however, was the act committed, that no cry or 
movement of any kind was heard, and until the discovery of 
the horrible transaction there was no indication of the lament- 
able event. When the deed was known, as soon as amazement 
permitted observation, the conclusion generally arrived at was 
—‘*no stranger's hand has done this.” In reference to that 
conclusion we offer no opinion. Acting on the impression that ~ 
the deed was perpetrated by someone who was an inmate of the 
house at the time of its occurrence, suspicion went its rounds. 
We desire not to revive the many rumours which then found 
expression. They resolved themselves into the supposition 
that either the murder was committed by a single inmate, 
who alone was culpable ; or that, assisted by an accomplice or 
accessory before or after the act, the crime and its secret were 
the result of co-operation. However this may be, it seems to 
have been conceded as a fact that, whether one or more were 
cognizant of the deed, the inmates of the house were alone im- 
plicated. Every step and device that human ingenuity and 
experience could suggest to aid discovery were in vain em- 
ployed. Inquiry seemed to increase the mystery, by explain- 
ing away insinuations or assertions as hastily adopted as ad- 
vanced, The first inmate publicly accused was Miss Constance 


once to resign their respective offices as assistant medical officer | Kent, then not quite sixteen years of age, who, throughout 


medical practitioner in Aberdeen, who was charged with wil- | and nurse at the workhouse. On perusing the deposition of 

fully and falsely representing himself to be that which he was | Mr. Rankley, the master of the workhouse, the Board observe 
| that he states as follows: ‘The infirmary has always been 
| considered to be under the special care of the medical officer 
' of the workhouse and the nurses.’ The Board consider it 
solve him from blame for the neglect which has oecurred in 
this case, and will in future hold him strictly responsible for 
the state and management of the infirmary.” 


Se RES 
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‘thei 

yet manifested no violent emotion from the time she was taken to Mr. Inspector Whicher, who did not hear of it till some 
until the close of the inquiry.” The first witness then exa- months after’ and why did not the magistrates, who 
mined was Elizabeth Gough, who was deeply affected when admit that its discovery came to their knowledge in Novem- 
bearing testimony, shedding tears, and beimg compelled from | ber, cause inquiries to be made in order to settle the 
emotion to resume her seat. Her evidence established nothing question of its bearing on this investigation’? If any such 


young lady en the night in question, and the evidence of two | not? 
of her school companions that she had been heard to speak 


proved that during her residence at school the accused had | time when every observer was on 

received the prize for good conduct, and this testimony im her conduct on the part of another. is not our province 

favour was confirmed by that of the housemaid, Sarah Cox, comment on such questions of evidence. We desire to direct 
who, with ample opportunity of observation, “had never | attention to the alternative proposition this confession pre- 
heard her say anything unkind to the deceased, or ever show | sents: either Constance Kent did commit this act, “ not 
any ill-feeling towards him.” No member of the family was from dislike to the child, but to avenge herself on her step- 
examined. She was discharged on her father’s recognizances. mother,” or she di 1 


We have no imtention of commenting | 

upon them, but pass to the evidence of Miss Constance Kent, condition. 
who, with calmness and propriety, testified: ‘‘1 had been at | affirmed that the mother of Constance Kent had been for a 
home about a fortnight. I had previously been at school at certain period before her death imbecile, and had died insane ; 

i as a boarder. The little boy who was murdered | and that her mother’s brother and sister had been inmates of 
was at home also. The last time I saw him was in the even- an asylum. It was known that about three years previous to 
ing when he went to bed. He was a very merry, good-tempered , this occurrence, when between twelve and thirteen years of age, 
lad, and fond of romping. I was accustomed to play with him | Constance Kent had, in company with her brother William, 
often. I had done so on that day. He was fond of me, and I | through some imaginary unpleasantness at home, run away, 
was fond of him.” Other witnesses deposed to facts of greater cut off her hair, and otherwise disguised herself as a boy, 
or less signiticanee, the result being that, after a careful and when, being overtaken at Bath, both were brought back. How 
protracted imvestigation, that charge was also dismissed. In- | far such an hereditary predisposition may have been influ- 
«uiry having failed im its double effort, the transaction came | enced by subsequent sympathetic changes in the female con- 
to be regarded as one of those terrible events which blot the | stitution—how far at a critical moment of a girl's life she may 
page of human history. , have developed that ephemeral though special form of mental 
For years has the unhappy family so afflicted been bur- | disturbance which the late profound psychologist, Dr. Wigan, 
dened with the double sorrow of the untimely and terrible | characterized as ‘‘ motiveless crimes of the young,” is a ques- 
leath of a darling infant and the crushing weight of suspicion | tion deserving of the most serious investigation. Not less im- 
that at least one, if not more, of its members were cognisant portant is an inquiry into the relation between her present and 
of, if not parties to, as fearful and apparently as cruel an occur- past mental condition, and of the possible influence her life 
rence as ison record. Now, when time may have ina measure | preceding this alleged confession may have exercised in con- 
soothed their serrow, without, however, having relieved them | ducing to it. To these serious and important questions we 
from that mystery which like a lark cloud has enveloped and | shall recur, believing that the interests of justice are profoundly 
rendered gloomy their lives, comes the terrible declaration | involved in their discussion. 
that the horrible deed was accomplished by one, herself 
scarcely more than a child, who steeped her hands in the blood T. Pe CCE 
of her young brother and playmate, of whom she professed PURIFICATION OF THE PRESS. 
and appeared to be so fond. Constance Kent comes forward iba 
as her own accuser. Five-years have elapsed since she, as | moral force of public opinion i in thi 
she affirms, committed the act which at the time she with wether ad 
others appeared equally to mourn. It is not for us to question | those which the most powerful despotism can permanently or 
the truth of this assertion. The circumstances of the trans- safely develop. All history has shown that the press cannot 
action, as alleged to have been stated by the self-accused, are he safely moulded to the will of any central authority ; that it 
consistent with the evidence given on the inquiry ; but as far | has never been placed under censorship without causing oun 
as corroboration of her confession is derivable from that evi- to imperial and autocratic censors, the most infinite pains and 
dence, formerly or lately adduced, the affair isnot less involved | mortification, not the least being that of seeing all that is 
than it was on the previous investigations. One piece of | most noble in it languish and wither. Bat out of its own 
information has transpired, that Sergeant Watts found on freedom arises a power which controls and guides it. That 
the 30th of June a night-dress stained with blood concealed in wide promulgation of facts, that free discussion of opin ions 
@ fire-hole im the scullery. This was the night after the and intelligent deduction of principles, which are essential 
occurrence. It is uot mentioned whether the blood with 
which it was stained was recent. The night-dress so found, 
if the story of Constance Kent be true, could not have been arbitraril 
that one belonging to her, as it is affirmed that on the 30th the | or of which the bases might not have been so plainly and 
missing dress, presenting the appearance of having been worn strongly laid down. 


a week, was put into the basket in the presence of the house- 
maid. Here a question arises, why this garment, discovered 
by Sergeant Watts, and shown to Sergeant Foley, was not 
even alluded to-either on the previous examination of Constance 
Kent or the subsequent trial of Elizabeth Gongh? Why was 


This process may be traced in the gradual purification of 
which ‘till lately defiled the columns of a very large number 
even of the most respectable journals of this country. It is 
perhaps hardly necessary now, and here, to reiterate that 
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against the accused. The only grounds relied on were—the | information is within their knowledge, why has it not been 
missing of a nightgown supposed to have been worn by the made public? If not within their knowledge, why is it 
if this be the night-dress of Constance Kent, it 

| unkindly im reference to the deceased child. These witnesses to have been in the basket for soiled clothes, and at a 

| Inquiry, thus unsatistied, took a new direction. Elizabeth | that she did so. In either case an inquiry arises not only 
Gough was formally accused. Statements were made which | as to her state of mind at the time (five years ago) when 
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which is known to all our readers: that the large gang of 
medical pretenders carrying on this shameful traffic have found 
in public advertising the means of attracting thousands of 
persons of all classes, whom they systematically deceive and 
plunder, while they morally debase and physically injure 
them. The trade is well known to be regularly organized. 
It is a widespread conspiracy against health and morality; 
ducted mainly, in the first instance, by a few families, of 
which the numerous members traded under different names, 
by the aid of the enormous publicity purchased for their ob- 
scene pamphlets in the advertisement sheets of the press. It 
has been shown that one firm alone has spent upwards of 
£40,000 a year in this way, and that one single paper has 
profited by this means to the extent of many thousands a year. 
This paper is, we regret to say, one of the very few influential 
journals which have not yet ceased to soil their treasury with 
profits which are justly stigmatized as even more infamous 
than those derived from the slave-trade. 1t would be difficult 
to find any enterprise more unpromising than the attempt to 
persuade a large number of proprietors of any commercial under- 
taking voluntarily to forego, from purely moral considerations 
and without any compensation, large annual profits—profits in- 
deed which, in many instances, form apparently a most essential 
item in the success of the undertaking. This, however, is what 
has occurred in this instance. The public exposure of what has 
long been perfectly known to many, although never so com- 
pletely proved before the world, has produced a strong and 
general conviction of the extreme impropriety of allowing this 
traffic to be carried on through the columns of respect- 
able journals. Many of the most powerful and intelligent 
organs of public opinion had always been alive to the enormity 
of this evil, and had regularly excluded such advertisements ; 
but they formed a very small, although very distinguished, 
and influential minority. Their influence and example have 
greatly aided the progress of this purification, towards which 
we have lately earnestly laboured. Anxious to ascertain how 
far this important movement had extended, and what great 
organs of the press were still undecided to give their aid to a 
measure so desirable for the public health and morality, we 
took measures recently with the view of obtaining that infor- 
mation. Those who have the public welfare seriously at heart 
will be gratified at the very long list, which we are authorized 

to publish, of journals which exclude impure and objectionable 
medical advertisements. We have not thought it right to draw 
distinctions here between journals which have always ex- 
cluded such advertisements and those which have only adopted 
that resolution more recently, or are in the act of carrying it 
out, as is the case with many in this list. Those journals 
which have always done this will have the gratification of being 
able to point out in their own columns, in referring to this 
matter, the honourable position which they occupy as leaders. 
Many of the journals which have recently adopted this resolu- 
tion have done so, we are aware, at great loss; in one case 
this amounted to little less than three thousand a year. The 
sacrifice made by journals of lesser circulation, although 
smaller in amount, has been sometimes greater in degree, for 


London, it will be observed from our list, they are few, al- 
though one or two largely circulated daily and weekly papers 
in the metropolis are conspicuous by their absence from the list. 
In the country the number is greater, and in several counties 
it will be seen that influential and highly-priced journals are 
yet open to this reproach. Their columns still afford the 
means to the unworthy fraternity of retaining a certain hold 
upon the weak and unwary ; and we have before us many 
newspapers of which the advertising sheets are so defiled 
as to be utterly unfit for admission into respectable families. 
We look forward, however, with some confidence to’ the entire 
extinction of this public nuisance ; and jn reiterating this 
appeal to the proprietors of those journals, whether in town or 
country, we would express the conviction that while, on the 
one hand, a further examination of this question will induce 
them to enter more fully into the reasons for ceasing to aid 
in the execrable traffic which now lives mainly through the 
purchase of their assistance, on the other hand, the growing 
force of general condemnation, and the multiplication of the 
examples of purity amongst all classes of journals, will render 
it dangerous and undesirable, even in a pecuniary sense, to 
continue to lend a helping hand to this worst kind of quackery. 

We are happy to be authorized to announce that the follow - 
ing journals, including 185 of the most influential country 
papers and 61 metropolitan papers, exclude objectionable 

London Papers. 
Law Times. 
London Mirror. 


Mechanic’s M 

Morning Heralc 

Naval and Mili Gazette. 
News of the W: 


ourn, of Photogra 
Bell’s Life in London. phy. 


Bell's Weekly 
Builder's 


in such cases the subsidy, to the extent of two or three A 


hundred a year, was a matter of prime consideration in the 
annual revenue account. The list is one, therefore, of great 
public interest ; it is one, too, which reflects no small honour on 
the press of this country, as it speaks of great pecuniary sacrifice 
voluntarily incurred from a sense of propriety and duty, and 
of a just subordination of the commercial spirit to a sense of 
right. It is painful to know that there are still many excep- 
tions. There are journals in numbers which, with one excuse 
or another, present still to their readers columns polluted with 
the abominable suggestions of Silent Friends, the indecent 
frauds of Guides to Manhood, the shameless confidences of 
pseudo-philanthropists, whose alias is hardly a disguise. In 
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Nonconformist. 
| Civil Service Gazette. Observer. 
| Clerical Journal. Paris Times. 
| Church Review. Press. 
: Church Times. Patriot. 
Church Standard. Queen. 
Constitution. Railway News. 
~ Press. Railway Times. 
Col Guardian. Reader. 
| Court Journal. Record. 
| Court Circular. Social Science Review. 
| Estates Gazette. — Review. 
Engineer. porting Gazette. 
| Examiner. Sporting Times. 
Era. St. James's Chronicle. 
| Field. Standard. 
| Globe. Sunday Times. 
| Guardian. Sun. 
Home News for India. Solicitor’s Journal. 
| Herapath’s Railway Journal. South London Journal. 
| Inquirer. Tablet. 
| Iilustrated Times. Times. 
| Index. United Service Gazette. 
| Illustrated London News. Weekly Budget. 
| Jewish Chronicie. 
Country Papers. 
| Alnwick Mercury. Boston Gazette. 
| Andover Advertiser. 
| Alliance Weekly News. Burton Weekly News. 
Advertiser. Bucks Chronicle. 
Redeen Free Press. Beccles and Bungay Weekly 
| Altrincham& BowdonGuardn. News. 
Advertiser and Banbury Guardian. 
Free Brighton Gazette. 
Belfast News Letter. Beverly Guardian. 
Bath Ex ; Barnet Press. 
Gazette. 
Bolton Chronicle. Chester Chronicle. 
| Bristol Mercury. Chester Courant. 
| Bristol Daily Post. Carlisle Examiner. 
| Buxton Advertiser. Cheltenham Chronicle. . 
Bradford Observer. County Times (Surrey). 
Berkshire Staudard. Chclmeford Chiron 
ire Standard. Cc Chronicle. 
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Midland Gazette. 

Malvern Advertiser. 

Northern Press (Live ). 

North and a Shi Gaz. 

Nottingham y Express. 

Journal. 
\ortham 

Norfolk 

& Winsford Guard. 


y News. 
Guildford Journal. 


University Cottece, Lonpon: CHance Time 
or OreninG Sgssion.—We are requested to state, in reference 


_ toa in Tue Lancer of last week, the change 
sindad to only the Faculty of Ara of the 


The Faculty of Medicine will open next year on 
October, and in future, as heretofore, as near as may 
Ist of October. 


THE LANCET COMMISSION FOR INSPECTING 
THE WORKHOUSE INFIRMARIES. 

Ovr Commissioners are actively engaged in the work of 
inspecting the metropolitan and a certain number of the 
country workhouse infirmaries. Meanwhile it appears desirable 
that the value of their report (which we hope to publish within 
a few weeks) should be increased by the addition of details 
concerning a far larger number of workhouses than it would 
be possible for them to include in the very laborious process 
of personal inspection. We have therefore been requested to 
publish the subjoined series of questions, addressed to the 
surgeons and other authorities of the workhouses 
the United Kingdom; and we shall be obliged for careful 
replies from any such officials, addressed to the Workhouse 
— Commissioners, THe Lancer Office, 423, Strand, 


of each workhouse are as follows :— 


L. As to the general character of the infirmary buildings. 


is situati 
Sar to cach wand. 
of 
What proportion 
b. 
c. Remuneratio proportion paper 
d. Average age of pauper nurses. 
e. System of night-nursing. 
IV. Quality of the various provisions; how cooked or pre- 


medical 


officer. 


VI. The medical officer. 
a. Average number of patients regularly under his 


e. His powers. 


VIL. History of , of typhus fever, 


Tae Laxcer,] 
Carlisle Express, 
eekly Advertiser. 
Cheltenham Examiner. 
Cheltenham News. 
Coventry Standard. 
Chatham News. 
Clifton Chronicle. 
any Clonmel Chronicle. 
filed Chichester Express. 
itire 
. Dar mn T Oxford Journal. 
this Derby Gazette. Oxford Times. 
n or Deal Telegram. Oswestry Advertiser. 
the Dorset County Chronicle. Pontefract Advertiser. 
luce Devizes Advertiser. Advertiser. 
ercury. 
the Kalin Post. Reigate Journal. 
ring Eastbourne Express. Rugby Advertiser. 
the Eastern Morning News. Rochester & Chatham Journal. 
1der Eastern Evening News. Swindon Advertiser. 
, to Eastern Weekly News. Southern Times (Weymouth). 
ay West Suffolk 
. ns ‘ Staffordshire Advertiser. a. Situati ation, 
ow- Essex Standard. Shropshire News. 
try Evesham Journal. Shrewsbury Chronicle. c. Drainage. 
ible Stroud Journal. d. Water supply. 
East } Journal. Sidmouth Journal. e. How many inmates built for. 
East Sussex News. Southport Independent. J. Actual average numbers and occasional exces- 
—. Express. — Agricultural Express. sive numbers of inmates. 
Frome Times. Suffolk Chronicle 
South-Eastern Gazette. II, As to the wards. 
; Sunderland Times. a, Ventilation, aspect, light. 
c. Surrey Comet. b. Bedsteads: their length and width; whether 
Surrey Standard. with sacking or bars. 
Journal. Beds: their length and width ; how stuffed. 
ravesend Reporter. : d. Pillows, air cushions (whether supplied when 
ie News. South-Eastern Advertiser. needed), &c. 
ercury. whbri vertiser. of basins, and other of 
Herts and Essex Observer. Tounton Courier the bedridden. 
— Independent. Tadcaster Post. . Warming. 
Hereford Times. Tunbridge Wells Express. and how for 
Harrogate Advertiser. Tunbridge Wells Gazette. lied to each floor. 
Harrow Gazette. a Express. 
Hastings Express. Tavistock Gazette. 
Horsham Express. Ventnor Times. 
Ipswich Journal. Windsor and Eton Express. 
Ipswich — Western News. 
Howat: Colchester Times. Wilts & Gloucester Standard. 
be Chronicle. West Briton. 
Knaresborough Times. Worcester Herald. 
Kentish Independent. Warrington Advertiser. 
Kentish Express. Wisbeach Advertiser. 
Kent Mail. Wigan Examiner. 
Kings idge Gazette. Wellington Times. meee 
dvert Western Morning N 
i vertiser. estern Morning News. Ordinary or house diet [distinguishing 
Liverpool Mercantile Gazette. Western Weekly News. 
Leicester Journal. Western Daily on : 
i Cc icle& 5 News. 
Liverpool Daily Post. Woolwich Journal. 
Liverpool Journ. of Commerce. Waltham Abbey Weekly Tele- 
Leeds Mercury. wok. 
y Lancaster Observer. est Sussex Journal. 
Leamington Courier. West Kent Journal. 
Merlin. Kent Guardian. 
ester Guardian. orthing 
Market Harboro’ Advertiser. vas uardian. 
Marlborough Times. York Herald. 
Midland Counties Herald. Yorkshire Gazette. 
be to the 
VIII. The mortality, average and special. 
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_ ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE. 


Tse thirteenth annual festival in connexion with this 
College was held on Saturday last, at the Freemasons’ Tavern; 
the Right Hon. Earl Granville, K.G., in the chair. About 
one hundred and fifty gentlemen were present, including many 
leading membefs of the profession. After the usual loyal 
toasts had been honoured, Dr. Babington proposed ‘‘ the Army, 
Navy, and Volunteers.” Admiral Burney responded for the 
Navy. 


Mr. J. L. Propert, in acknowledging the toast forthe Army 
and Volunteers, briefly referred to the steps which had been 
taken for organizing the medical branch of the profession in 
connexion with the volunteers, and stated that at the recent 
volunteer review at Brighton Mr. Thomas Wakley had 
organized three hospital tents, with medical officers attached, 
and every convenience for the reception and treatment of 
patients. A volunteer medical staff was also about to be 
formed, at the head of which it was intended to place Mr. 
Wakley. 

The toast of ‘‘The Church,” proposed by Mr. Scourfield, 
M.P., was acknowledged by the Rev. G. Pocock. 

In proposing the toast of the evening, the noble chairman 
dwelt upon the merits which the institution possessed, and the 
claims which it had on all who desired to see suffering and affiic- 
tion alleviated. The Royal Medical Benevolent College, he said, 
was first projected in 1851, and is an institution founded by 
the medical profession as an asylum for those of their brethren 
who, from ill-health, want of professional success, or other ad- 
verse influences, have sunk into poverty, and for the widows 
of medical men in reduced cirenmstances. With it is combined 
a school devoted in part to the gratuitous education of orphans 
of medical men. The intentions of its founders were to main- 


‘tain an asylum, in which one hundred pensioners, not under 
fifty years of being medical men, or their widows, should 
be provided with three furnished rooms each, and such addi- 


tional assistance and accommodation as the funds might 
permit; to educate two hundred sons of medical men, forty of 
whom (the foundation scholars) were to be educated, 
clothed, and maintained entirely at the expense of the insti- 
tution, and the remainder to be at the lowest rate 
found to be practicable; and to provide annuities or occasional 
pecuniary assistance to duly-qualified medical men in dis- 
tressed circumstances, or to their families, when they can be 
granted without detriment to the asylum or school. are 
at the present time resident in the at E twenty- 
four pensioners, aged medical men or ir widows, each of 
whom is pane with three comfortably furnished rooms, an 
annual allowance of three tons and a half of coals, and a 
pound £21 a year. There are also resident in the college 
hundred boys, the sons of medical men. The foundation 
scholars, numbering forty, are educated and maintained gra- 
tuitously, while the remainder are charged £40 a year each for 
an education of the hi class, board, washing, use of books, 
&c. There are also some day scholars, not necessarily the 
eons of medical men. The accounts for the past year ex- 
hibited a balance of only £310, the total ipts having been 
£11,892 18. 10d. The institution had been founded by those 
whose work was exceedingly laborious, and its success might 
‘be attributed to the earnestness and zeal which the friends of 
this excellent charity had displayed. There was, probably, no 
profession in which accident and chance cneselanll bs large an 
influence as that of medicine, for while some of its members 


that support which the institution so eminently deserves. 
In otnoviaiaine the toast of ‘‘ The i 


b he experienced at famenrins OSs position of president of 


Correspondence. 


“ Audi alteram partem.” 


STIMULANTS TO YOUNG CHILDREN. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Str,—The subject of the administration of stimulants to 
young children is one which has for some time occupied my 
attention. The letter of Dr. M‘Cormick in Tur Lancer of the 
6th inst. induces me to anticipate a more formal statement as 
to the results of my practice and observation on this interest- 
ing question, which I have for some months past contem- 
plated laying before the profession, by a few remarks. 

My experience has induced me to come to the conclusion 
that there is no class of patients in whom the 
alcoholic stimulaztts are so unmistakably evident as in infants 
and young children, when given with the view of combating 
the tendency to death induced by various e i i 
or in the case of infants congenitally weak and fee I go 
even further than this, and avow my conviction that many of 
the so-called i conditions observed in early life are 
promptly and efficaciously dealt with in many instances by the 
iministrati : 


great 
at alow ebb. The treatment 


was counter-irritation to the chest, and administration inter- 
aay Ses brandy daily, given in sugared water. A 
mild expectorant was also given. For several days this treat- 
ment was continued with very marked benefit ; and the 

and-water, which the child would take very little of while so 


ts. 

Hospital on November 15th, 1864. mother stated 

this was the fourteenth child, and that all the previous thir- 
teen children had died in early infancy, all under ten months. 
She had never been able to suckle her children, owing to defec- 
tive mammary development. All the children had been fed on 
milk-and-water. She had been endeavouring to bring up the 
infant now brought to me in the same way, bei to 


possible manner. It 


to subsequently in the 
to brandy saved the child’s life. 


quite that 


tities. 
I have unhesitatingly acted on the principle now advocated 
for some ime past both in public 
the results I have observed are such as to justify my i 
m , but by o' practitioners of m uaintance whom 
Thee induced to do likewise. _ 
foregoing 
In the year 1863 I was requested to see an infant seven 
onmnak the child of a medical friend, who had been ailing 
for upwards of a week, 
of the lungs: dyspneea of considerable intensity, i ity to 
take the ordinary food, and very great prostration were the 
| the vital powers being ordered 
| ill, was taken well at the end of a week. There were occa- 
sional recrudescences during the next few weeks, but the 
prompt use of brandy was always attended with excellent 
iT ess, ost incessan’ ing, having, however, 
pearance of being a healthy child sf 
starvation. For the last two Los the child had jaundiced. 
1 informed the mother that the child must almost —- 
die, and that I thought breast-milk alone could save it, but 
the same time directed her—if she failed to procure breast-milk 
—to give the infant milk and sugared water with rusks instead 
soon attained distinction and wealth, others, through no fault | of simply milk and sugared water ; also to administer two tea- 
of their own, would remain in obscurity, still working for the qpuentals of brandy, mixed with a sufficient quantity of water 
good of their fellow-creatures. No profession, therefore, had | during the day, or at all events to give about this quantity in 
more claims for sympathy % oy every class of the community. | the twenty-four hours. She went away, and I confess I did 
: The noble lord concluded by appealing to the com for | not expect to see the infant again alive. On Jan. 7th, 1865, 
nearly two months afterwards, however, she presented herself 
with the child, now improved immensel not 
whi ir Uharles Locock, Ear! Granville expressed the satistaction only alive, but laughi in an exuberant manner. said 
an i had otherwise strictly carried out my directions, and that the 
upon the distressed and suffering. Several other toasts fol- | child had had no medicine of any kind. _ The infant continued 
evening to nearly £1 


case with Dr. San- 


** Arachnoid 
fluid beneath it 


entirely of pus-corpuscles, 
ch extended forwards to 


lowing 


f milky serum.” 
of the epidemic at Dantzic :— 


aged nine. 


| 38 San effusion of gelatinous 


of the m 


I have drawn u 
served in the fatal cases, it will be se.a that in 3 
top 
wh 


P 
tity 
the foll 


ntrast 


be well to con 


of | derson’s account 


of the 


ina ; walls of the fourth ventricle 


like substance beneath i 


It may 


rous bloody points, i 
parts presented large discole- surface of 
, p. 209 
Susannah S——-, 


described, she 
to get up, eat 


every 
Small doses of iodide of iron | slightly elevated at the 


‘ectly well, able to 
rdinary pla; 


o 


and 
could cite other instances, but 


DANTZIC EPIDEMIC. 


riform fluid. The 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


THE 
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The next instance 1 may mention is that of tendency to thé cepliali¢ form. Of 133 ad- 
nearly three years of age, the daughter of a med uarter, 55 had inflammation of the brain ; of 
She had been ailing for some months, took little red copious depletion to subdue the symp- 
was incessantly crying, had become much emacia 30. 
three or four weeks previous to the time of my ears that in 184 (out of 521 cases) the brain 
swelling had been forming at the back of the left volved in the febrile action ; and on referring 
the size of a large egg. ILron, quinine, and tonics nees ob- 
uselessly employed, and as a last resource she was 7 out of 54 
sent to the sea-side. The parents had lost a child a dent marks 
before, who had — at first almost precise! 

— The diet ordered for the child was as follows :— | S open 

ilk, one pint daily; one or two eggs beaten up with the milk, ned in Dr. 
and one ounce of brandy, properly diluted and sweetened, le words are 
during the twenty-four hours. The child took this diet - 

larly, and lived upon it for upwards of three months, outing increase of 
the whole of which of most marked cha- ounces. 
racter, was observed. The swelling in the thigh became gra- | effused be- 
dually smaller, and finally healed, after ». 113. 
‘small quantity o The blood- 
wards of a year ment of perfect | large and. 
health. The tre 
knowing, rigorou p effusion of 
were given afte prove, DUb tue | elf was also 
the alcohol ap- 

peared, as I have nly to thickish 
e other 8 which was. 

Lastly, I will 1. god e arachnoid 

now six years ok luring the 
three years attac nsillitis. These 
attacks have be ering; pulse 
130; great heat iness and tume- | 
faction of the to ug, and on each | eee 
occasion slight d bring somewhat 
suddenly, and gi pons Varolii 
me :—Rest in bed, | thick layer 
he nk, and half a | ion, consist- 
she water, every 
bell bral sub- th 
sti cerebral sutb- Chiasina, Wards Uo the 
id irface of the medulla, 
ally to the inferior 
the cerebellum, and 
vivian fissures. The 
cient Tor my pry were distended with 
and power of alc fluid, containing 
met with in earl 18 powertu oncrete pus. Under 
agent in such ¢: will not discuss noid covering the 
at this moment hus declare my ms, on the convexi- 
‘ormick ngaged much of ques 
my attention, ar kely, on further ri 
th 
a ero 
, which extended from 
cal swelling to the 
ina.” —SANDERSON - 
cer, May 6th, 1865, 
Srr,—I was present at the recent discussion on Epidemic | 

Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis at the Pathological Society, 

though 1 did not consider that Dr. Murchison succee 

demonstrating completely the identity of the disease 

discussion with typhus fever, the view appeared 

very probable one ; and I cannot help thinking 

markably corroborated by certain cases of feve 

London about the year 1829. At all events, if 

ence is to be placed on the observations about 

they show that at certain times true meningitis 

commen of the ordinary continued 

country. cases are to be found in the “ Cli er death in two cases 

tions of Fever” published in 1830 by Alexan 1829 by Dr. South- 

M.D., and in a “Treatise on Fever” by Southwood smith, 

M.D., of the same date. .  Arachnoid thick- 
The following are extracts from Dr. Tweedie’s work :— effusion ; upon its ex- 
“*In the progress of the fever, inflammation of the brain rmed pus; a 

and its membranes is the most common as well as dangerous rain raruning the 

ion.” —p. 28. 
ond, shows a tendency to assume a i form, 

i seasons. He thick. 

it was observed the cases admitted in May, June, ; 


650 Tar Lancer,) 


THE ROAD MURDER.—SMALL-POX VERSUS INSANITY. 


[May 20, 1865. 


stance of brain hig of 
ventricle a pint (?) of purulent matter, somewhat resembling 
substance; it lay loose within the 


cavity.” —Jbid., p. 208. : 
‘Although the facts observed at the London Fever Hospital 
in 1829 may have escaped Dr. Tweedie’s memory when he 
wrote the following in 1865, they unquestionably have 
an important ing on the conclusions to be derived from the 
results of his extensive experience :— 

«In the discussion which followed, it was affirmed by one 
of the members that this peculiar disease was neither more nor 
less than typhus ag me hay with meningitis, such as might 
be witnessed at the London Fever Hospital. My experience 
of every form or type of fever, extending over the period of 
nearly forty years I held the appointment proc 5 armors to the 
Fever Hospital, enables me to speak with as to the 
types or forms of fevers ; and though I have treated cases 
without number in which the brain was the organ on which 
the intensity of the fever-poison seemed to fix, on examination 
of this organ after death vascularity of the cerebral substance 
occasional eS 0! were the only appearances to 
noted. Bat suppurative meningitis, which is the prominent 
characteristic of the Dantzic disease, I have never met with as 
a lesion in the genuine us of this country.” —TWEEDIE : 
Tue Lancet, May 13th, 1865, p. 
dou the few _— of the — disease examined after 

it is impossible to say whether suppurative meningitis 

be a prominent characteristic of it or not. But one thing is 

certain, that in the numerous epidemics of <p 

ingitis already described by emiment continental and - 

rican physicians, though ignored by Dr. Tweedie, the exudation 

did not necessarily take the form of pus. Every tyro in patho- 

logy, however, knows that no distinction can be drawn between 

ic and suppurative meningitis. The difference is one of 

, and not of not con- 

tains pus-corpuscles can be determined by the microscope, 

and on the nip a the inflammation and its dura- 
tion before death. 

I remair Sir, your obedient servant, 
A MemBeER oF THE ParHoLocicaL Society. 
London, May 13th, 1865. 


THE ROAD MURDER. 
To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Srr,—In your number of the 29th of April, the confession 
_of Constance Kent is the subject of a passing notice, in which 
you suggest the importance of the ‘‘ psychological ques- 
tions” raised by it. 

In the interests of justice, and in the defence of the un- 
happy prisoner, these questions will receive all the attention 
they deserve. In the meantime their discussion cannot safely 
be dissociated from the observations made at the post-mortem 
examination of the murdered child, and ultimately a correct 
statement and interpretation of the recorded facts will be 
found essential to a correct solution of these questions. 

It became my unwelcome but unavoidable duty, in con- 
j ion with the family surgeon, to examine the body. 

should rather say it was our common misfortune to be so 

original testimony of the medical witnesses was unani- 
mous; but it did not fit into any of the theories propounded in 
explanation of this mystery. It was, therefore, either muti- 
lated or rejected, when employed, from time to time, in sup- 
port of some foregone 

But, in the course of events, it has come to that the 
medical witnesses have been as widely as opposite 
views on an important subject can divide men. 

_A few words will describe the history and the effects of this 


‘arsons. 
science, which ought to have been reserved for medical discus- 


sion, have been before in t and 
impatient criticism. Thee jastioe ustice been defroted, and 

After examining the body, Mr. Parsons and myself in 
the opinion that death had been caused by a w in the 
throat, inflicted by some sharp instrument, and that a wound 


been made i the 
used to overcome it. 


Neither at the post-mortem examination, nor afterwards to 
other person in my presence on that day, 


suffocation, of “ the » 
mined, medically or judicially, except in my presence, on the 
day of the m 
afterwards, Mr. Parsons repeated 
y 


‘At the inquest, two da; . 
in from his 


stairs asleep, and that she used for the purpose a razor taken 


to the aocaptance of lividity of 
to acceptance ividity © 
e as evidences of suffocation. 


Trowbridge, Wiltshire, May, 1965. 


SMALL-POX VERSUS INSANITY. 
To the Editor of Tat Lancer. 

Srr,—A single glance at an article in last week’s Lancer, 
written by Dr. Maudsley, will have been sufficient to show 
that that gentleman has either misunderstood or misconstrued 
what was stated in the previous Lancet; norshould I think it 


| | | | | | 
| We returned to Mr, Kent together, when Mr. Parsons 
| press assent, that the child had died instantaneously by the 
wound in the throat. 
| b 
| seat, and volun y, but doubtfully, suggested the possi 
that suffocation had igen attempted before the throat was cut. 
| The confession of Constance Emilie Kent relates that she, 
| **alone and unaided, murdered her brother; that before the 
deed no one knew of her intention, nor, after it, of her guilt; 
that no one assisted her in the crime, nor in the evasion of its 
discovery :” and Miss Gream, the Lady Superior, states that 
‘‘the prisoner declared to her that she carried the child down- 

This confession is simple and clear. If the terms of the 
story told are found to harmonise with the picture impressed 
upon the dead body, then the facts observed at the post- 
mortem examination assume true value as the exponents of 
truth. Bearing in mind the character of the wounds described, 
it is clear that if the sharp edge of a razor was swept across 

respective characteristic appearances presen’ 
those wounds are accounted for, and the confession of a solitary 

I am prepared to show the theory of suffocation is as 
wholly unsupported by the facts observed as it is opposed to 
every teaching and authority of pathological and physiological 

Other complications arise out of the present want of 
unanimity between the medical witnesses. 

They relate to the mode of accounting for the character 
and quantity of the blood found ; to an accurate explanation 
of the effect of attempted suffocation 

the cuts on the hand ; 
le face and protrusion of the 
ese and other matters are indicated here as involving 
considerations vitally affecting the present prosecution and the 
and particularity of Tenged by the defence, 
i ity i ne! ence, it 
trial ; when " ogical mestions,” you, 
will await answers and decide her fate 
it be true—and it is true—that unity ign, intensity 
tration and simplicity of means uniformly characterise the acts 
of homicidal monomaniacs, it follows that the establishment of 
conclusive proof of an attempt to suffocate, before the razor 
was used, must be repugnant, nay, fatal, to a defence founded 
upon the criminal responsibility of Constance Kent at the 
Ts es the which silences psychology, doubles the 

t is a theory whi i '* 
parent the murder, and will, if sdmittel, 
probably seal doom of Constance Kent by a national 
catastrophe which may yet be averted. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
srepancy. Jos. WurraKer Srapieton, M.R.C.S. Lond., &c. 
The writer takes satisfaction in paying tribute tothe anxious| 
care and unimpeachable integrity bestowed upon this respon- ———— 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
May 15. 
CATTLE DISEASES. 


Sir J. C. Jervorse asked the Vice- t of the Com- 
mittee of Council on Education w her Majesty's 
Government intended to institute any measure with a view to 
obviate the loss, inconvenience, and alarm attendant on con- 


THE DIETARY OF METROPOLITAN WORKHOUSES. 


Sir J. Sue.iey asked the President cf Jag Poor-law Board 


he was prepared to suggest to the 


in the 


Royat Cottece or or 
following gentlemen, ha undergone the necessary examina- 
tions for wont Members of the 


for six months. 

The following gentlemen passed 

in Anatomy and Physiology at a 
miners on the 4th inst., and when 

to the pass examination :— 

Thomas Conry, W. H. Moore, L. W. 

Smee, J. 5. Wyman, 


Michael Perry, William Square, J. L. William Ov: Nicholas 

George Yeats, Richard Harris, W. J. Williams. 


At this meeting the Jacksonian Prizes and special 

were presented to the respective competitors, Messrs. =. 
Annandale, and Agnis, for the excellence of their essays. 
take place on Saturday, the 
20th inst., and subsequent days. 


Nuttall, William, Bury, 
Thomas, David Howe 


COLLEGE Gosstr.—It is stated that Mr. J. M. 


Mr. of Guy’s It is 

TO Gravesend, several 
convictions have district refusing 
to have their children 

METROPOLITAN AssoctaTiON OF MEpIcAL OrricEers 
or Heatrn.—At the meeting this evening (Saturday) Mr. 
Walton will read & paper on “ Diseases of the 
Eyes in Workhouses. 

Sermons By A Mepicat Orricer or THE CoLp- 
stream Guarps.—Dr. Charles V. Kay, eldest son of Mr. 
per P< Sunderland, on Sunday last preached twice in Beth- 

esda Chapel in that place. 


PAuPER NuRsEs IN Workuovses.—The Poor-law 


the practice of employing pauper nurses. 
Cork Mepicat Socrery.—At the last for 


Pratt, Thomas G , March, 
Prat homes Gray are Ingatestone, Essex. 
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force profession if i or net and, indeed, 
may say that i was more ied out, offeted 
there not be so many disputes pay author- 
Dr. Maudsley made it out that 
by Mr. Broom had said that they became insane after having —- 
piste had small-pox, scarlatina, typhus, intermittent fever, cholera, Examinations of 
t da acute exanthemata, pneumonia, and acute rheumatism, with- yay t of Exa- 
¥; out any previous attack. Now Mr. Broom plainly said that . admitted 
sa they were insane patients who took the small-pox; neither did 
~p Mr. Broom speak of any of the above-named diseases except- 
T am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Boulton, Charles Grindrod, J. M. Creed, and Henry Sedgwic k. 
Vile, Map, 1888. J. W. Hitt, M.D, 
Parliamentary Intelligence 
ee It appears that no less than seventeen candidates, out of 
the thirty-seven who presented themselves for examination, 
were referred back to their studies for three months, having 
failed to acquit themselves to the satisfaction of the Court, 
for six months, having 
copying a . 

At a meeting of the Council on the 15th inst., Mr. Thomas 
| Seccombe, of of 
| College by election, diploma of membership dating May 

clusions, unsupported by demonstration, as to the so-called 
a a communicable disorders in man and beast. 
. Bruce said that as the Government did not admit the | 
accuracy of the statements in question, nor that the conclusions | 
contained in the report were unsupported by evidence, but, on 
the contrary, were based on the most ample evidence, they 
were not prepared to institute any such measures as the hon,| AporHEcaRIEs’ Hatt.—The following gentlemen 
baronet had indicated. passed their examination in the Science and Practice of Medi- 
Oe cine and received certificates to practise on the 11th inst. :— 
Allen, Josiah, Ripley, Derby. 
ne dictaries or have been pre- 
pared by the guardians of the unions or pari to which the Wath Cesepe Forteaves, Dewtiah, Devon. 
workhouses belong. They are generally according to wre Henry, Southend, Essex. 
the experience of the board of guardians, to suit the exigencies Wake, —_ a 
— of their own union or parish. They are referred to the Poor- Wright, Morden, St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
law Board, who require the opinion of the medical officer as to 
. They receive his report, and, comparing the out, a Life member 
dietary with certain principles and rules with which they have | and twice President of the College of Surgeons, is about to 
boon supplied by vary eminent scientific end with at this institution, with which he 
the result of their own experience, they either sanction the | has bee pn berg res aghow hs seats at the General 
or suggest alterations. It has not been the practice Council of Medical Education and Registration, and at the 
at a. Board to compare dietaries of different unions together, Westminster Life Office. He will be succeeded as an Examiner 
as they have never sought to bring about any uniformity in | 
this matter. But a communication from an experienced and | 
able medical officer in the metropolis has been made to the | 
Board a short time since, directing the attention of the Board | 
to the diversities which prevail in the dietaries of the work- | 
houses of the metropolis,.and the Board propose to cause an | 
investigation to be made upon the subject, with the view of | 
ascertaining whether any action can be taken’ in the matter | 
with a beneficial effect. 
Wledical Hetvs. 
.NCET, Cremonini, John, Bilston, Staffordshire. 
show Fawcitt, Thomas Joseph, Neweastle-on-Tyne. ee 
Harrison, Henry Edward, Great Ormond-street. ear, ViZ.:— ent: Dr. Cremen, 1ce-President : Dr. 
ua Curtis. Council: Drs. O'Sullivan, Bullen, and Williams. 
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Sr. Mepicat 1864-65.— 
The following scholarships and foundation prizes have been 
:—Senior Scholarship in Medicine, Su 
and Materia Medica: W. L. Shepard, T. Cuddeford, J. 0. 
Adams. Senior Sch ip in Anatomy, 


Ww 
Chemistry: W. J. Garrett, W. Square, F. H. Haynes. ix 
Prize: H. Rundle. Hichess idge. i 

Anatomy, Sen.— Foster Prize: H. C. Upton, F. H. 

R. B. Moore, J. A. J. Timmins, J. Quick, W. B. Burn, F. H. 
Lovell, W. . Tattersall. Practical Anatom 


. Square, W 
Kirkman, E. B. Crowfoot, W. Th E. Angove, H. J 
i . Thurston, e, H. J, 
Butlin, L. Clapham, 
Camsripce University.—At a congregation held on 
the 11th inst. a syndicate was appointed to consider the 
vision for the study of anatomy in the University, anda so 


grace 
was also iding ‘‘ That the candidate for the degree 
of Mantel in Sar to have both the exa- 
minations for the of Bachelor in Medicine, and that 


medical jurisprudence be omitted from the subjects of the 
final examination for the degree of Master in Surgery.” Dr. 
Wes on at the first examination for 
the degree B. 


TEsTIMONIAL TO Sir Joun K.C.B., Late 
Drrecror-GENERAL OF THE NAVAL MepicaL DePpaRTMENT. 
—On Tuesday a deputation of medical officers waited upon Sir 
J. Liddell, at his residence in Chester-square, to present to him, 


of their brother officers, a 
handsome service . e following were present — 
Dr. Medical bi ctor-G I, I tors-G 1 of 


pathy and the high honour in which they held him. Local 

spontaneously assembled at several ports, and at a 

a in London, on the 4th of March, under the 
idency of Dr. Wilson, Inspector 


career, eir sense 0 
strenuous and successful efforts to deol Gorcianen of naval 
medical officers, and to maintain the honour and efficiency of 
ent. The testimonial consisted of a handsome 
: and other pi of plate, on which was the fol- 
lowing inscription :—‘‘ To Sir John Liddell, Knight, Bachelor 


of the United Kingion, ight Commander of the Most 
Honourable Order of the Bath, Knight of St. Anne of Russia, 
ight of the Redeemer Director-General of 


e Navy, an Hono: - 

sician to the Queen. In token of val ffi . 
Dr. Wilson, who successfully expressed the feel- 
es, and received from Sir John Liddell a 


Dry Ganorene or THE Hanp From Ingections 
INTO AN ANEURISMAL Sac.—M. Chabrier has published, in the 
Montpelier Médical, the case of a man suffering from traumatic 
aneurism at the bend of 
tried in vain, an injection of five tion \0- 
patient seemed to have been 


in the meanwhile become quite solid, and devoid 
of any pulsations. As the effect on the hand was so instanta- 


- | and Wales, 1657 


parts, i 
juries and diseases which have been observed. 
hot occupied much of the author’s attention, and he 
Gvells ceatiouiaie on the fact that such wounds, owing to the 
peculiar firearms now used, are more scrious and more fre- 
uently met with than formerly. Herein he quite agrees with 
Longmore, who states that the army of the Duke of 
W on the 16th, 17th, and 18th of June, gee 


figures include the 
mean number of medical men was 450, of whom 82, or 18°22 
per cent., died of various diseases. The typhus at 


nople carried off 26 combatant officers—viz., 0°17 cent. , 
whilst, by the same scourge, medical officers perished. 
12°88 per cent. These figures speak for th 
Presentation.—Dr. Rogers, of the East Grinstead 
ispen: i i his office of H Secretary 
to it to him a tes- 
e an elegant an co! 
structure of this description been erected in his 


The dimensions are 30 feet 7. feet, and it is with a 
span-roof, and fitted with all modern improvements. The 
cost is about sixty guineas. 

Puysic ror tae Poor.—A week or two since the 


Poor-law Board intimated to the local board of guardi 
Brighton that it would be desirable to reform the of 
supplying cod-liver oil, quinine, and other medicines, to the 
out-door poor. A committee was appointed to i 
ble to disturb the existing arrangements for medical 
relief in this parish.” The local board confirmed their opinion. 
without an ition or discussion. We regret to find the - 
which should enlist the energies of all the friends of the poor. 
On reconsideration, it is to be that they will take a more 
wholesome view of the subject of Poor-law relief. 


_ VacctnaTion.—The following statistics of vaccina- 
for 


of the Privy il:— 1864, 13,902 appli 
vaccine lymph were made to the medical department of the 
Council Of these 11,182 were from i - 


titioners, including 1383 Poor-law medical officers in 


the department 144, 

harged i i 4919 charged aquares of glass, and 4075 
charged copay tay The quality of the ph supplied 
is to been found quite sati every- 


Miurary Surcery mw Frayce—A para- 
mount Panta, modestly called a Report to edical 
Board of the Army, has lately been pao tee. Chenu, a 
high authority in the Medical oN ree t is entitled, 
4! Medico-Chirurgical Report on Flying and Stationary 
Hospitals of the French Army during the Crimean Campaign. 
It has no less than 800 quarto pages, and more than one bun- 
dred tables and statistical The author, says 
the Gazetie Médicale de Paris, been anxious to publish 
the Cock will be sought by 
e i eagerly t ns 
this country, as Mr. Longmore’s is ay bw M. Chenu is 
extremely minute in his classification, both as regards the 
and the labour bestowed must have been 
immense. The comparative mortality of the French and 
English armies is thus stated :— 
French Army. English Army. 
Effectivemen ... ... ... 309,268 ... 97,864 
Deaths ... .. ... ... 95,615 ... 22,182 
Solferino the Franco-Sardinian army had 16,000, and the 
Austrians 21,000. Hence the necessity of increasing the sur- 
ospitals and fleets Wilson, Nisbet, Hulditch, Sir James Prior, e author gives a vivid and extremely true picture of 
Salmon, Kinnear, Smart ; Walter Dickson, Medical wy and hardships of the non-combatant milk 
H.M. Customs; Staff-Surgeons Baynes, Bernard, Grigor, following figures show the relative sacrifice of life among 
Donnet, and Domville, hon. secretary. When the intention Ganhahead ethene and military surgeons :—In the Crimean 
to make this presentation consequent on Sir John Liddell’s | campaign, of 5852 combatant officers of every rank, 779, or 
retirement from office became known, a simultaneous desire | 17 per cent., were killed or died from wounds received in the 
was manifested on the Pet of the naval medical officers to field, and 402, or 7°30 per cent., died of various diseases (these 
accord to Sir John Liddell some signal mark of their sym- 
give effect to the desire so generally shown of recording 
their admiration of the t professional and administrative 
| 
ful and grateful acknowled t of the mark 
of esteem they had bestowed on kim. pg | 
inconvenienced by the mjection of the a t 
fluid, a second operation of the same kind as the few ab = 
formed two days afterwards. The hand became immediately 
blanched like a limb severed by amputation, and severe pain 
was complained of. The dry gangrene began at the tip of the England 
fingers, and was in a fortnight so complete that the hand re from Ireland, 516 from Scotland, 229 from 
sembled a dried black claw. The line of demarcation had very | the army, 110 from the navy and emigration department, 147 h 
early been observed about the wrist, and the hand was finally | from the colonies, and 61 from diplomatic and other forei 
removed a few touches of the The aneurismal 
embolism. | where. 
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Obituarp. 
VALENTINE MOTT, M._D., LL.D. 


‘Tumis patriarch of American surgery, one of the most cele- 
brated of the disciples of the illustrious Sir Astley Cooper, 
ied on Wednesday evening, April 26th. He was born at 

Cove, Long Island, on the 20th of August, 1785. The 


tures at Guy's and St. Thomas's Hospitals. It was his original 
design to complete his curriculum at Paris, but the interdiction 


years. In 1826 he was professor of surgery in Rutger’s Col- 
_ Subsequently we find him professor to the College of 


was the tirst operation 
lived twenty-six days 


Cooper heard of this wonderful achie 
I would rather be the aut 


of president. During his life he had conferred 


time by but one man in Great Britain (Marshall Hall), and 
King and Quess's Col 


lowahip but about twenty time, and one of these was upon the 
ott’s ‘‘ Velpeau’s Operative Surgery,” 
his }*‘ Travels in the East,” and his various 


District of ae Pee Cowbridge Union, Glamorganshire, 

J. W. Phillips, M.8.C.S.E., resigned. 

J. F. Anustzone, L.R.C.P.L., has been elected Medical Officer and Public 
Vaccinator for the Workhouse and th 
Yorkshire, vice J. R. M*Collah, MERCSE. 

T. W. te ta the 
King and Queen's College of Physi-ians, Ireland. 

Portland Dispensary, Dorsetshire, vice ., deceased. 

Exeter, vice W. W. James, F.R. -E., deceased. 

G. BR. M.R.C.S.E., has been and Public 
Vaccinaior for Swanscombe, and Longfield, or No. Set 

of the Dartford Union, Kent, vice J. Collier Seceombe, M.B.C.S.E., de- 


C. Eppo’ ey Officer for the Or- 
MBCS.E,, 

W. Exsxrvs, M.D., has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator 
for the Parish of Tullyallan, Perthshire, vice J. Crawford, L.F.P.& 8. 


D. Frppss, M.D., one of the Surgeons 
been. appointed Examiner Medicine im the University of 


3.0, MD, has, buen Gp ak, 
chester, vice W. Golland, M.R. 

‘orkhouse, vice F. W. Mackenzie, M.D., deceased. 

T. RH M.B.C.8.E., has been elected Medical Officer for the 7 4 
District, and Public Vaccinator for the Kentish-town District, of the 
Parish of St. 

J. T. Jones, M.B., has been elected House-Surgeon to 
and Borough Genera) Infirmary, vice J. Davie, B.D, rien 

G. F. Laren, L.S.A., 
Union Workhouse, Yorkshire, vice J. Won 

Mr. W. Prrrerr has been 

, Chichester, Mr. G. G, Forster, resigned. 

King and Queen's College of Physicians, Ireland. 

J. H. Saurer, M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Medical Officer and Public 
Vaccinator for the of also 
Medical Officer and Public Vaceinator for 


the 4th District of the Lexden 
and Winstree Union ; Agent for the Tollesbury 
District ; Surgeon to the United | Patohes Insurance Society. 
the Little Bolton District of the Bolton Union, Lancashire, vice W. H. 
M.R.C.S.E., deceased, 


King and Queen's College of 

W. H. Sreerron, bem Officer for 
No. 3 of the Beverley U nion, Yorkshire, vice G. Earle, M.B.C.8,B. 

Dr. J.T of Glasgow, has teen 10 
the Barnhill Poorhouse. 


= 
States of New York, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New 
7 Louisiana, &c., he was Foreign Associate of the Im- 
re serial Academy of Medicine of Paris, a distinction held at the 
muy [rom the parentage OF & Wes y Eogush gentic- 
man, who established his residence on Long Island as early 
as 1667. Society of Paris, and he was Knight of the Fourth Order of 
Young Mott graduated at Columbia College ; after which, thee of de. The King and Queen's 
in November, 1806, he visited London, and entered Guy’s | College of Physicians of Ireland was founded in_1646, and 
Hospital as a pupil to Sir Astley Cooper. The surgical opera- 
tiens of Sir Astley soon kindled in him a desire to emulate the 
skill of his tutor. His genius and inclinations attracted the 
special attention of his master, who had a great opinion of him, | cou periodical medical literature for tle las 
and originated a friendship which was terminated only by death. | years. His greatest merits were in operative surgery. He 
Mott remained at Guy's about two years. Having there laid ee eae Ce than eny 
the foundation of his subsequent success, he visited i Edinburgh, He uestionably stood in America at the head of his 
where he attended a course of lectures ; after which he re- hes ave the af 
tarned to London, and resumed his attendance upon the lec- | well-educated pupils 4 ee country, alleviating the 
sufferings of humanity by di accident, or the casualties 
of intercourse between the two countries compelled him to neste ond — =m 
abandon the project, and he returned to America in the fall —_—_—__OCOC-CO 
of 1809. Upon his arrival he immediately commenced the 
practice of his profession in the city of New York. In the fall MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 
of 1810 he was made demonstrator of anatomy. Subsequently 
he was elected professor of surgery in Columbia College. 
When entrusted with this important position he was not quite 
twenty-six years old. In 1814 he was appointed surgeon to 
New York a which he held for 
sicians anc Surgeons. uring 18 Cxtended career 
Mott performed some of the most remarkable operations known 
1816, when be an at the 
hip-joint. In 1818 he ormed the diffi and delicate ased 
or arteria_innominata for aneurism of the right subclavian 
artery. of the kind in history, 
the after. When Sir 
t of his puy leceased 
hor of that ond 
on an 0 lave ever originated.” 
operations on the arteries were 
annals of surgery. Fe tied the carotid forty-six 
subclavian seven times—every one of them successfully 
iliac seven times—four successfully ; and the femoral fift 
times ; cut for stone one hundred and sixty-five time 
amputated nearly one thousand limbs. In 1827 he ti 
primitive iliac artery. It was the first time this ope 
was performed in any country, and was emg, A 
The subject of it in 1856 was still livi is life then having 
been extended nearly thirty wan Tied 1818 to 1824 Dr. 
Mott performed a variety of operations on the jaws, both 
upper and lower. On the lower jaw he has performed sixteen 
capital operations—in four instances removing the bone at its 
temporo-maxillary articulation. On the 17th of June, 1827, 
he extirpated the entire clavicle for osteo-sarcoma. This 
operation originated with him, and has been performed but 
of London The of the 
su a 
South, was stil} living a few years before the rebellion. 
Tn 1834 Dr. Mott tiaited Barope for relief from his arduous 
labours, remaining seven years. In 1841, immediately after 
his return, he associated himself with others in canes hy 
_] 4 University Medical College of New York. The first winter it 
opened with three hundred students, by far the largest class 
t name of Dr. Mott, more than to any other influ- 
his extraordinary success mainly due. Dr, Mott 
York Academy of ine, in which he held the 
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J. Taomrson, M.R.C.S.E., has been elected Medical Officer for the East Dis- 
trict of the Parish of St. Paneras, vice M. Davis, M.D., 


R. Witprne, M.R.C.S.E., has been ited Medical Officer for District 
No.4 of the Church-Stretton Union, nice G. rifiths, MD, 

A. G. 0B. hoe Melted? and Publie Vacci- 
nator for the Eastern District Gower Union, Glamorganshire, 
vice R. Hancorne, M.R.C.S.E., resigned. 


‘Dirths, Marriages, and Deaths. 


BIRTHS. 


On the 15th of March, at Ni , South Travancore, East Indies, the wife of 
the Rev. Dr. Medival 3 of a son. 


e, the,wife of F. Cock, M.D., of 

wife of J. M.D., of a son. 

of Bryce Rankin, 
lexandra-terrace, Cork, the wife of G. T. Galbraith, 

.-Major Army, of a daughter. 

Inverness-road, — Say the wife of Dr. W. F. Chorley, 


Ryde, Isle of Wight, the widow of the late B. A. Kent, 
h inst., at Nethergate, Dundee, the wife of D. Greig, M.D., of a 


th inst., at Kingsland: the wife of Dr. Bure’ of a son. 
, the wife of J. W. B. Steggall, 
inst, at King-street, Dundee, the wife of P. Young, L.R.C.S.Ed., 


inst., at Oakley-square, the wife of H. C. Andrews, M.D., of a son. 
at Townsend, L.R.C.S.L., of a 


; Turner-road, Limehouse, the wife of C. T. Coward, 
MARRIAGES. 
Madras Presidency, 


Sargon Sit orient Madras 


F. 


eer essex 


inst., at 
Glas., of a son. 


& 


F 


Qs 
= 
cat 
Fee 


A.M., Minister of Caputh, Perthshire —No Card 

the Sharp, MECSE, of Truro, Corn- 


6th inst., E. Walker, MRC. SE., 
6th at 


Wakefield, 8. 
41. 
the aged 46. 
the 10th inst., at R. Sutleffe, Major 
Madras Native Infantry, aged 53. 


BOOKS ETC. RECEIVED. 


2. Pring les 
P and Practice of Medicine. 


Chenu: Rapport au wel de Santé dew Armes. (Paris. 
Dr. M'Cormac on Comemption ) 


t Society, 
Webb on the Health of Euro 
Report of the Sussex County 
Report Se Conny Fouper Asylum. 


ig 


Dubitans.—The reduction of the oxyde of bismuth by glucose has been pro- 
posed as a test in diabetic urine. M. Boettger advises that to the suspected 
urine a solution of the subnitrate of bismuth and carbonate of soda be 
added. The mixture is then to be boiled. If glucose be present, a greyish 
or blackish coloured precipitate results. M. Béhier recommends that the 
carbonate of soda be replaced by caustic potash. This test, however, in 
unskilful hands, may lead to fallacious results. The “ majistery of bism 
of commerce is rarely pure, and consists often of little more than a mixture 
of the carbonate and hydrate of bismuth. Such a combination, unless very 
recently prepared, remains unreduced by diabetic sugar. A long boiling 
also is requisite before the glucose in the urine will react on the precipitate 
it is intended to colour. To obviate these drawbacks, MM. Fr i and 
Vyvere have proposed certain modifications, which may be found on refe- 
rence to L’ Art Médical de Bruxelles, March, 1965. 

One who Paid Four Years ago requests information respecting Sir James 
M‘Grigor’s statue and Mr, Alexander’s memorial. 

Zeta must authenticate his letter with his name and address. 


or Surcrons or Eprnsvren Facutty or Graseow. 


To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 
with the power of i f th Royal College of 
leges 
burgh and the Faculty and Surgeons of Glasgow, the ‘allowing 


The pri say Prove edinburgh Coleg and the Glasgow Faculty are the 
v are 
same. This is insured Act 20 that fellows 


and licentiates of the y 
if the said Faculty had been bo 
diplomas in ourgery, conferring the same status and privi as those con- 
by any or Royal College in 


lege of plenum et liberum privil 
et exercendi utramque artem, 
The Faculty of Physicians and Surgeo: 


ms is a body P P 
and which, its name, has power to pent 


rr. pharmacy only, but not in medicine. The 14th Clause of the 
ever, forbids “any manner of n within the bounds to exer- 

cise medicine without a testimonial of a famous University in which medi- 
cine is taught.” 

In Scotland, ds, ulcers, fract 
and other things of of = kind, are subjects of surgical operations 
“the cure of originally in’ internal is alone to be undertaken by the 
”—(Charter of Edinburgh 

In the of the Charter wo the 
following :—“ Itaque nos volumus et declaramus curam morborum 


ab intermeram afl cules oh quavbes 
ab externa cansi hi h 


provenientes ad 


chirurgos-p 


rtinere. 
P'¥rom the above te evident that te Heentiates ofthe Edinburgh College 
macy, Put areegladed rom. pratising madi to practise surgery and phar- 
macy, but are ezela ising medicine as distinguished from sur- 
; that the licentiates of Ww ey, — its name, 
are are only" axthorit; ise 


-apothecaries,” ma , and not 
the heentiates of the Royal College of of 
yours, 
Puysticiays, 


May 15th, 1965. 


A, C. C.—In monstrosities which present an impeded development, 
formed children are more frequently female, and their gestation is usually 
attended by a morbid amount of liquor amnii. 

C. E. A.—Next week. 

G. W.—Either the work mentioned or Cooper’s Surgical Dictionary. 

A. B., (Belfast.)—They are occasionally useful in some cases of impaired 
health. The question should be put to some respectable surgeon. 


Buack List or Meprcat Assistants. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


ition of “ medical rocure. I 


have 
my exam glad if they 
do so; but I should not feel 


supplied to That would scarcely be who 


“ fair play” to those 
have vo trusted my honour discretion. 
Dr. Allison has kindly promised to place at 


my very valuable 
hand, and which treats on the relations of medical assistants to their em- 
plore and of onal men to those who are thus nt and 
their charge. personal both as assistant and 
er, I trent than wie the co-operation of some of your correspondents 
brochure may 
1 am, Sir, 
Lincoln’s-inn-fields, May 10th, J. Layeury, M.R.C.S, 


Moore, Marwar Political Agency, of a daughter, still-born. 
a iter. 
On the 7th inst. at Padstow, Cornwall, the wife of H. Marley, M.R.CS.E., 
a daughter. 
On the 7th inst., at ¥ 
son. 
On 
giu ntiam et potesw 
near Burton, Westmorland, Hanson | 
R.C.S., of Milnthorpe, to Caroline Emma, second daughter of | 
bert Cotton, of Elmsfield.—No Cards. 
On 
On 
On 
On 
On 79. 

Dr. —From the letters which appeared in your number of May it 
agreement, or had named m Play,” however, reiterates what cannot be 
considered to be ag Soe to my proposal—viz., that to be effective it 

Transactions of the Epidemiological Society. and that the only difficulty is how to do that “something” thoroughly. 

Thomson's Conspectus. have collected at my own trouble and expense certain information for the 

Mr. Optical Detects. protection of those who do business with me—information which no one 

Review. t 

Obstetrical Transactions. Vol would 

Dr. Druitt on Cheap Wines. 

Brande’s ns of Science. Part II. 

Edinburgh University Calendar. 

The Home Nurse. 

_ on Letters Patent. 


38 


Tae Lancer, ] 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


[May 20, 1865. 555 


Mr. R. V. Camp.—It is correct to state that the farmers of Northamptonshire 
and Oxfordshire have a local Society, called the “ Pleuro-Pneumonia Asso- 
ciation,” held at Banbury. From a recent report it appears that nearly 
10,000 beasts are insured against this disease. The funds are said to be in 
a floarishing condition. 

Mr. Thomas N. Trew, (Aspley Guise.)}—We think the conduct pursued was 
exceedingly “ unjust.” 

Tas letter of Fiat Justitia shall if possible appear next week. 


Tas Navy Sgevices. 


To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 
and Navy Boards of the in the 
diplomas is suffic 
but it ought to be borne in mind that, with few exceptions, none but those 
who op enme of their own shortcomings and want of ability or to 


which army and navy vy surgeons ar treated, both as and a total 
absence of consideration it is not 
to be wondered at that men will not come forward, and it it seems unfair 
to consider those who do to be even average specimens of all who enter the 


establishments, being sent aot ene SS world to another, 
in the case of the naval to two messes (one on 

board dip and his family onshore teen a is much too little 

to meet 1 his requirements. 

Another thing of ly less importance, and which tends to disgust men 

of feeling with their position, is the habit which is up amongst the 


executives of snubbing the medical officers, encouragement ho iven them 
by the example of the Admiralty and Horse Guards—those authorities bei 
imbued with a dread that if the surgeons were treated as gentlemen it 
for better days, and trust 


Sureron, 
single naval medical officer received distinction, although 

several who have well earned it. 


C. M.—There is no choice between the two qualifications, either as regards 
the private or public interest of the possessor. 

lr Amicus will authenticate his letter with his name and address, he shal! 
receive the information he desires. 


W. B.—Tinct. thuya. occid. is a homeopathic preparation. 


To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 


Sre,—It is perhaps unknown to many of readers that medical men 
ves are one of the princi po practice 


practice would be less objectionable 
great temptation there for worked 
itioner to send out his dispenser to visit a few patients occasionally. 
exception soon becomes the rule, and the becomes visiting and 
ing assistant. naturally to obtain an assist- 
pet the quasi-assistant natu ly returns 
and can treat as as he,” jor every 
It surely is most unseemly for practitioners thus to employ men, and send 
them out upon the world to upon the credulity of the masses. In a very 
limited area I know two suc’ preserbing 
gist’s shop, and is doing a good a 
up the 


Trusting on Lt... su 
medical men the their 


May Ist, 1965. Enon. 
An Old Subscriber—1. The vaccination of persons in workhouses is not 
chargeable to the union. —2. A fee cannot be claimed from the guardians 
for the revaccination of persons over ten years of age. 
Enquirer —The man is a low quack. 
As Mr. Griffith has received the information from the authorities of the 
College, we do not think it necessary to publish his communication. 


Warm 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 
Sen, — Moving that a piece of waxed cloth calico (of the 
general for 


kind owe for wrappers goods, costing about 5d. per yard) 
between the upper sheet and the ae of the b same size, raised 
tem immediately ve that afforded 


y 
and comfort ar the world, should con think it deserving enough, together 

Ge the further suggestion that perhaps the same kind of material might 
made useful, either worn under or over cloth clothes, 

as giving more convenience as well as more than’ the 

of ray worn by them in cold or wet weather. 
r, your it servant, 
Antigua, Feb. 25th, 1365. W. H. Brows, J.P. for Antigua. 


A Medical Student.—Our remarks had relation to the scope of the examins- 
tions rather than their comparative difficulties. Our correspondent would, 
with application, have no difficulty in passing, although he might not 
appear in the first class. 

Dr. P. Heron Wataon (Edinburgh) shall receive a private note. 

A Ratepayer has not authenticated his letter. 

C. E.—There is no legal qualification necessary under the circumstances. 
Our correspondent’s apprehensions are therefore groundless, 


Grocrrs’ Svcan-Itcn. 


To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 
The lime used in sugar wae deliquescent action) atmo- 


parasitical disease. I have 


Cardiff, South Wales, May, 1965. Sas cx, Senior. 
E. M.—It is the only institution of the kind in London. There is no diffi- 
culty in getting a patient admitted. Application should be made to a 
governor or one of the medica! officers. 

A Patient._—M.B. London University. 

B. B.—The facts are known to us. We shall refer to the matter on a future 


Dr. Metcalfe, on O 
Stamps, &c., from Mrs. A. Wilson ... ... it 86 
J. Davis, ., Monkwearmouth, per Dr. Jonson... 0 10 0 

ditto © 6 0 
Dr. Snape, per Mrs. John Watts... OM 
Henry Dawes, Esq., per Coutts and Co. ... - 100 


MD., (Cheltenham.)—The report is a tissue of nonsense. Verily Cheltenham 
has wise men in it. So had Gotham! 


F._R.C.P. and F.B.S, writes to us as follows respecting public lecturers :— 
“The introdaction of outlandish appellations does not facilitate instrac- 
tion, since it may distract the attention of porgayh be requiring them to 
make some mental calculations at the moment, in 0} to correctly com- 
prehend the ~oeeethy real meaning ; while those who cannot, from igno- 
get bewii and remain thereby uninstructed. 
Moreover, should ‘litres,’ ‘grammes,’ and ‘ métres’ be even as well under- 
stood by Englishmen as inches, and pints, still the French system has 
d as the Latin 


deci-gramme ond kilo might al 

im: to* wi might also 

now employed throughout the U United Kingdom. el for ex- 


for ‘ deci’ from being _— 
a for carelessness, reading 
serious consequences should opium, prussic acid, or camer al sub- 
stances be prescribed or come aac the me Further, it may be here 
by way of argument, that in France mote of eboning 
weights and measures to = not invariably followed by natives. 
when ordinary matters b t cted, seeing = uently 
employ the binary or ‘le s cum? as it is jorms a 
modification or com with the national m 2, law established. 
During a late di at the Medico-Chirurgical Sce ety Dr. Webster 
strongly d > titution of — weights measures for 
English, that no improvement. To these re- 
marks it may be subj 1 doctrine applies to all foreign 
dialects. For inst Should Ei lish writers adopt, in their scientific 
professional communications to a British public, the Spanish or Russian 
nomenclature of weights and measures, such Iberian terms as ‘pu!gada’ and 
‘arroba,’ or the te weight ‘ zolotnish’ and the measure ‘ versthoch,’ 
might be often mistaken by readers, notwithstanding they constitute leza. 
standards in both these countries.” 
Anti-Humbug.—The person is scarcely worthy of notice. He has run nearly 
the length of his tether. 
Dr, Wardell’s paper shall be inserted next week. 


A Disgusted Reader.—Beneath notice. Assassins stab in the dark. 


Treatwest oF Scapres. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


Srr,—Mr. Kendall, in reply to my letter, states that the lotion must not be 
rubbed in, but merely applied het th to he pare parts with a soft sponge. Allow 
me, Sir, to remind Mr. Kendall of be e instructions which he gave for ite use 
in Tas Lancet of Jan the body well with worm water, 
and then rub the liquid into the okin for half an hour.” These instructions 
were carried out, and the result was that m: wy pint was invalided for fully 
three weeks, his body being covered with immense blisters, which, besides 
causing pain, him from follow employment. 
Had the man been in good cireumstances, he migh y have brought 

an action st me for malpraxis. 

a =~ all must acknowledge that there is a wide difference between 

liquid, such as the lotion in question, into the skin half an hour, 


merely it bi with a soft sponge, and how Mr. Kendal! could 
have cveriooked en in the directions he gave for its 
use is to me most 
Tam, Sir, yours most obediently, 
May, 1965. Restrevs. 


865. 
en pro- 
pected 
oda be 
reyish 
at the 
ver, in 
muth’” 
ixture 
very 
it t new pia t mak 4 gar with ar ans 
ni and 
refe~ 
James 
prot 
Unless the pay be considerably increased, so as to enable surgeons to live | 
somewhat comfortably and to bring up their families =" - which they 
. cannot do at present. they will never be satisfied. When it is taken into con- | 
Ww. occasion. 
ror Mrs. Txomas. 
inted Tax following additional sums have been received :-— 
| 
re the 
llows 
| 
con- 
nue its able advocacy of our cause 
Be terms * deci,” a tenth ; ‘ centi,’” a hundredth ; and ‘ milli,’ a thousandth 
a part, when prefixed to * gramme,’ indicate different diminutions of weight ; 
whereas the Greek prefixes, ‘deca,’ ten times; ‘hecto,’ one hundred times ; 
and ‘kilo,’ a thousand times, express ee But as the present 
me weighs nearly fifteen and one-half English grains, it becomes very 
ifficult to form an accurate idea of ‘deci-grammes’ or ‘ milli-grammes’ by 
to obtain dispensers from the druggist’s shop. Were dispensing the only 
hity by ceasin 
ired 
| 
i 
= will kindly pardon me for troubling you with the plan for consideration, | 
" 
|. 
sa 
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x. G. L., M.D—1. It is not usual for the Coroner to issue his order for a 
post-mortem examination to one particular medical practitioner —2. He 
has the power, however, to compel any medical man to perform such opera- 
tion, and te give evidence resulting from it. 


Treatment oF Enxtarcep THE AXILLA. 
To the Editor of Tas Lancer. 
aye ee I think, find the following treatment 

succeed for that have resisted the 
ordinary local and tA. — »- treatment. It consists of incising the 
d to about its centre; afterwards freely applying to the whole of its 
vided surface & piece of solid nitrate of si ver, which should be repeated 
to a hot bread-and-water [mw every 
produce a free discharge, and reduce the 


land. 
I have found the above succeed perfectly i ous girl, whose case 
a eon, The land or glands inthe above wer 
about the size of a hen’s egg, prod ~ ers emaciation. I gave 
her cod-liver oi! and the syrup of iodi eof iron mixed in the proportion of 
+ mad ay of the former to one ounce of the latter: a teaspoonful three 

a day immediately before meals. In two months the glands were quite 

I remain, Sir, yours obediently, 
Hitchin, May 10th, 1865. James 


Mr. W. Daniell, (Nayland.)—It is contrary to etiquette and even common 
politeness for a medical to see a patient under such circum- 
stances. Before Mr. R. L. is much older, it is to be hoped that he will 
learn better manners. 


Driatation or Urerr. 


bereavement, which prevented me taking AS, in my 
Dr. Priestley was not informed that I had 


t 
ments. The which the blades 
same as that employed in ped but in 
Mr. Ellis’s the blades are ununited extremities, while in the one 


Grafton-street East, May 10th, James Coxeter. 
is theoretically but practically it would totally fail, for 


easily try the experiment for himself on a amall scale. 


Apprrcation To Porsonep Wovunps. 
To the Bditor of Tux Lancer. 
Srm,—I have frequent that surgeons are necessitated to apply 
to wounds a eT Sa a by the bites of dogs, which must indace a great 
amount of additional suffering. 
Some ago, wi 
effects of the of ipecacuanha applied as a 
such cases. . Mende Swift, who was then in practice in 
in the habit of using the drug for the above purpose. The 
and irritation. Ipecacuanha is also equally effica- 
cious applied to t of mosquitoes, centi &e., and considered to 
be an antidote for bites of snakes. I think it not probable that ipecacuanha 
ites of dogs in the rabid 
stale. Your servant, 


Birmingham, May, 1965, 
Cop-Liver Or. 
Sre,—I see a in Mr. Griffin's 
officers to their boards of ians, which I think tikely to detoss the 
of it. Ho tha cod-liver oil is from 8s, per 


eommends that Now this is very extravagant 
Norwegian oil at oe * which I have tested and found to ory 


oil, and I have not had a single compluint from any patient 
taste, &c.; anol they hae eer bad At the 
Brompton Coneum they only pay 6s. 6d. per gallon for this oil, 
and the class of Ghase Wetter 
am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
May, 1965. Mepicat Orricsr. 


Party Tre Baox purtve 
To the Editor of Tan Lancer. 


re- 


noticed in the current number of Tax Lancet will receive attention the 
following week. 


Communications, Lerrens, &c., have been received from — Dr. Barnes; 
Dr. Weber; Dr. Meryon; Mr. Callender; Mr. C. Hunter; Dr. Meteaife, 
Clifton ; Mr. Griffith ; Mr. Ewar; Dr. Watson ; Mr. Wilson ; Mr. Hopgood - 


. Clarke ; 
lliams, Mr. Hawley, (with enclosure). 
A. Brown ; Dr. Radford, Aspall; Mr. King; 
Tucker; Mr. Currie; Dr, Saunders; Dr. Andrews; Mr. Davenport 
Bennett, Burnley; Mr. Salter, Tolleshunt ; Mr. Gregory, Barnstaple ; 
Trevor; Dr. Cassells, Glasgow ; Dr. Caplin ; Messrs. Wingate and Son, 
; Dr. Diff; Mr. C. Edwards, Mauritius; Dr. Moore, Rajpootana ; 
L ; Mr. Macnab; Mr. Chesterman; Mr. Nind, Torquay ; 
Ollard ; Mr. Wells; Mr. Sander; Mr, Wood; Mr. Evison, Milnthorp ; 


BER RYQ! 
2 


BESERE 
= 
4 
Tt 


C. E.; Spes, India; C. T. ; Matriculated ; E. L. (with enclosure); €. A.; 
M. R.; H. L. (with enclosure) ; Fiat Justitia; F. G. (with enclosure) ; &c. 
Tur Darlington Mercury, the Jamaica Standard, the Liverpool Journal, 
the Ozford Times, and the Jamaica Morning Journal have been received. 


Medical Diary of the Teck. 


| Hosprrat. 
Roya. Groeraraicat Socirgry. PM. 


Tuesday, May 23. 


Guy's 1} 

Wesrmineter 

Socrzry or Lowpoy.—4 Anniv 5 
va. Prof. Frankland, “On Organ 

Meproat any Soctsry. Dr. Robert Lee, 

“On Am: nm 


Uterine Polypi.”—Mr. Henry Lee, of the the 
nistration of certain edicines.” Williams “On 
losis: its Treatment by lodine, 
Wednesday, May 24. 
MrppursEx 


Sr. Mary's Hosrrray.—Operations, 1 

Great Hosprrat. P.M. 
Hosrrrau.—Operations, 2 


Roya or p.m. Dr. Hyde Salter, “On Diagnostic 
Value of the various forms of Dyspnea.” - 


Thursday, May 25. 
Sr. Grorar’s 1 
Lonpon Surerca, Home.—Operations, PM. 
West Lonvon Hosrrrau.—Operations, 2 


Royat Ostnorapic ions, 2 Pw. 
Royat Iystrrvurioy.—4 Prof. “On Organic Chemistry.” 
Friday, May 26. 


of the rate of 
into out of the of Living 
Saturday, May 27. 
Sr. Txomas’s Hosprrat.—Operations, 1 p.x. 
OLOMEW’s 14 
Kuve’s Hosertan 
Royat Fase Hosrrtat. ions, 14 P.M. 
Cuaruve-cross Hosprrat. jons, 2 
Royat Iystrrvtion.—4 p.m. Mr. Alexander Herschel, “On 
Association or Meproan or Heavru.—7¢ P.x. 
the Production of 


TERMS FOR ADVERTISING IN THE LANCET. 


For 7 lines and under ..,......20 4 6) Por halfa 
For every additional line,..... 0 0 6] Fora 6 O 


The average number of words in each line is eleven. >- 


cular week, should be delivered at the Office not later than on Wednesday in 
that week ; those from the country must be accompanied by a remittanee. 


ny ylor, Barnhill; Mr. W. Daniell; Dr. Holt, Bromley; Mr. Atkinson - 
uitt; Mr. 
Truro; Amicus; Obstetrieus; Royal College of Surgeons, Edinbargh; 
C. M.; St. Mary’s Hospital; A Licentiate, Edinburgh ; A Naval Surgeon ; 
Rusticus; M.D. ; A. B., Belfast ; G.W.; N. M. F.B.; M.C. 
W.; Zeta; One who Paid; J.S.; T. N.S.; A Ratepayer; X. Y.Z.; R. NL; 
An Old Subscriber ; Anti-Humbug ; Eurasian, Assistant-Surgeon ; Indus ; 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Srr,—In reference to the note in your impression of the 6th instan 
Mr. Ellis respecting his uterine dilator, allow me to state, what I ou 
have stated i yet that Dr. Priestley could have had no knowledg 
Mr. Ellis had a dilator for the os uteri made in my establishment. Mr 
ring from domestic | 
basiness. On this 
busty made an instru- 
ment for Mr. bllis, bearing some resemDiance Lo that or ae Dr. Priestley, 
my foreman not remembering for whom it was made. I may add that, omit- | 
I am, Sir, your obedient serv 7 
| 
| 
‘An 
Lystrrvrroy.—8 Dr. H. Bence Jones, “On the Determi 
or 
very 
‘ood 
Irrigation.” 
on 
is the precise cause ruly, 
May 15th, 1966. Onsrereicus. 
be authenticated by the name and address of the writer. Communications 
not accepted cannot be returned. Articles in newspapers, to which atten- 
tion is sought to be directed, should be marked. Communications not 


